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Original Communications. 


[For the Religious Monitor. } 
A MAXIM OF BIBLE RELIGION. 


THe times in which we live are remarka- 
ble for many things which have a direct and 
powerful bearing upon the church, of which 
the plan of discarding creeds and systems, as 
“* frame work desl around the Bible,” and 
returning to the Bible itself, is not the least 
prominent. 

Taking it for granted that what is pro- 
mised is Censatly intended, we have a right 
to expect that a spirit of deep investigation 
will be abroad, and that the master spirits 
will speedily bring forward something raised 
upon the Bible for the aid of the weaker 
brethren. Willing to contribute the mite of 
my endeavours to explore the sacred volume, 
I have been trying to discover some of the 
general characters of Bible religion ; and as 
the result of my investigation, I beg leave 
to bring forward one of its maxims, which 
my friends of the anti-creed and system par- 
ty will either adopt or charitably use their 
best efforts to discover to me that I have 
mistaken the Bible, or they will allow us 
quietly to call in question both the sincerity 
and soundness of their pretentions. The 
maxim is, To go forward. This I find to 
be a rule of Bible religion through all times 
of the church, and all dispensations of grace. 
It runs through the Old and New Testa- 
ments. It applies to every —- in belief, 
profession, and practice—to the defending of 
all revealed truth—to the work of reforma- 
tion—to the pursuit of holiness, and mortifi- 
cation of sin. It is universal. 

In order to be understood, I would ob- 
serve, that the Christian is, while in this 
world, a pilgrim and a stranger—that he 
has taken his departure “ from all iniquity,” 
ignorance, error and delusion ; that his des- 
tination is the place of which the Lord hath 
said, he will give it him, the city which hath 
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foundations whose builder and maker is God, 
and that the whole of religion lies in jour- 
neying to that place. The way thither is 
invariably — bivine command and reveal- 
ed truth. hen he walks in adl the com- 
mandments of the Lord blameless—when he 
forsakes father, mother, wife, children, or 
whatsoever would keep him back from that 
place, and when he is believing the truth, 
professing and defending it, he is making 
progress through this valley of Baca, and 
going from strength to strength, and will un- 

oubtedly appear in Zion at length. Hence 
it is manifest, that to go forward, must 
ever be his maxim. Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob confessed that they were pilgrims and 
strangers. David sojourned as all his fathers ; 
and the sume character is given repeatedly 
in the New Testament to God’s people.— 
For here we have no continuing city, or 

lace of abode, but we look for one to come. 
Tn illustrating this maxim, I mean to point 
out some of the most remarkable instances 
of it both in the Old and New Testaments, 
together with the difficulties attending it, 
and the temptations to depart from it; and in 
the second place, make some applications of 
it. 

I begin with the father of the faithful, A- 
braham. His departure is mentioned, Gen. 
xii. 1. ‘Get thee out from thy conntry, from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house.’ 
Here observe, that he was commanded to 
depart from all those objects which command 
the strongest feelings of the human heart.— 
His country, for which the patriot makes 
every sacrifice, and faces every danger, and 
expends his substance and his life ; his kin- 
ered, the objects of his esteem, for Abra- 
ham did esteem them, otherwise he would 
not have sent his servant all the way thith- 
er to take a wife for his son Isaac—his fa- 
ther’s house comprehending his brothers and 
sisters, and the companions of his youth— 
his paternal inheritance—his chances of pro- 
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motion to honor and power, and his way of 
religion too, for he was an idolater. His 
destination, in the first instance was, “ a 
land that I will show thee ;’? but that was 
not the place of his rest. In it he was to 
be but a pilgrim. He was to look fora 
better, that is, an heavenly country, and a 
city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God. ° 

His strength, as well as his way thither, 
lay in believing and acting under the belief 
of this promise —‘*I will make of thee a 
great nation, and | will bless thee and make 
thy name great, and thou shalt be a bless- 
ing, and I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse them that curse thee, and in thee 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 

Carnal wisdom would object many things 
to this. It woud say, You are an old man, 
and Sarah is barren. Tow then can you 
yationally expect to become a great nation. 
The country whither you are going is peo- 
pled already, and have not they a prior nght 
to the soil ? Besides they may be skilled in 
war, how can you expect to conquer it 7— 
Were it not better to seek that release from 
care which an old man needs, in your na- 
tive country and among your kindred, where 
you are known and esteemed ? To all this 
Abraham might reply, ‘“ It is the Lord that 
hath said, get thee out,” &c. anditis added, 
“and so Abraham departed as the Lord had 
spoken unto him.” This was his first step, 
«* he departed ;” and it had its difficulty, for 
he went, not knowing whither he went.” 
The wise spirits of our times would reacily 
reprobate sucha stepasfolly. Yet it is the 
oe of Bible religion to go forward in obe- 
dience to a divine command, if it should 
even not be known whither. Their next ste 
was to go on believing that their seed should 
be as the stars of heaven for multitude, and 
as the sand on the sea shore innumerable, 
even ifin addition to the barrenness of Sarah’s 
‘womb, it should also become dead, and Abra- 
ham’s body dead too; and hoping even 
against hope. Rom. iv. 19. This was a 
severe trial on flesh and blood. Nearly 
twenty-five years elapsed before the first 
appearance of the promise was seen. Sarah 
contrives a marriage between her maid and 
her husband, in order to arrive at the pro- 
mise ; one would suppose that her hope 
must have been sore pressed ere she would 
consent to sueh a thing, much more ere she 
would propose it. Ishmael is born ; but 
that measure brings them no nearer to the 
promise, for Ishmael is not the promised 
seed, but the seed of the flesh. It must be 


not only a son of Abralam’s “ own bow- 













































els,’ Gen. xv. 4, but also a son of Sarah’s 
womb, xviii. and 10. The wits of that 
time would no doubt make themselves mer- 
ry at the idea of these old le having a 
child ; even Sarah herself laughed, saying, 
shall I after I am waxed old, have pleasure, 
and my lord being old also ! - But Abraham 
staggered not at the promise through unbe- 
lief ; he considered not his own body now 
dead, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb, but was strong in faith, giving glo- 
ry to God: That is, he continued to go 
forward in the road laid out for faith and 
practice in the face of apparent impossibilities. 
And at the set time Isaac is born. 

The next step was to cast out Ishmael, 
the son of the bond woman, from being an 
heir. This thing was very grievous to 
Abraham, because of bis son, a boy now 
about thirteen years of age, and whom we 
may reasonably suppose to have been very 
interesting to him. Nevertheless, being 
God’s command, as well as Sarah’s desire, 
it was the way of Bible religion. ‘ And 
Abraham rose up early in the morning and 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it 
unto Hager, (putting it on her shoulder,) and 
the child, and sent her away. Ch. xxi. 14. 
And here we may learn that while the ways 
of human contrivance bring the Christian no 
nearer his journey’s end, they never fail to 
bring him trouble and sorrow afterward, for 
he must forsake them and give them up. 

The next step of advancement was to offer 
up Isaac, the son of the promise. ‘* Take now 
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell thee 
of.”” Ch. xxii. 2. It were easy to write out 
a volume of objections to this step. Not 
only parental affection and the inmost feel- 
ing of human nature revolts at the idea, but 
even the very promise of God seems at first 
sight to forbid it. Isaac, of whom it was 
said, ‘¢ in Isaac shall thy seed be called..— 
Now Ishmael is gone, and he only is left, 
and must he be - to death-—by his father’s 
hand, who so dearly loves him—to such @ 
terrible death as to him it must be ; and 
burned to ashes, his father standing by to 
see it accomplished! What will Sarah— 
but stop, it was God who gave him,—God 
who made the promise, and is able to raise 
him from the ied to fulfil it—that speaks. 
It is enough, my soul. There shall be no 
questions, objections, or reasons heard.— 
** And Abraham rose up early in the morn- 
ing and saddled his ass, and took two of his, 
young men with him, and Isaac his son, and 





















































167 
clave the wood for the burnt offering, and went 
unto the place of which God had spoken te 
him of.”? But although he would net ques- 
tion in himself, there seemed nothing to for- 
bid the indulgent father answering a ques- 
tion to his son, his beloved Isaac—it might 
be the last. The question was, “ Where 
is the burnt offering 7”? What heart would 
not have now urged to turn back rather than 
answer it; but this was not the rule, he 
must go forward, and he went. And God 
gave him an answer and a happy issue to 
the trial. 

The next instance of this maxim, that I 
would notice, deserves, also, particular at- 
tention, as it is called to remembrance 
by our Lord himself, “Remember Lot’s 
wife.’ The maxim is to be found in the 
words of the angel to Lot, Gen. xix. 17. 
‘* And it came to pass when he had brought 
them forth abroad, that he said escape for 
thy life, look not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plain, escape, to the 
mountain, lest thou be consumed.” Here 
it is put in the strongest terms. ‘‘ Escape 
for thy life ;”? make haste forward, without 
any, the smallest, delay. Although all his 
substance, for the sake of which he had de- 
parted from his uncle, and hazarded himself 
and his family among these wicked people, 
and several of his children were left behind 
to certain, immediate, and terrible destruc- 
tion; yet was he not to “ look behind 
him.” 

Will it be pretended that the progress 
which he might make, during so short a 
pause, was essential to his salvation? It 
could not be. Why then must he not in- 
dulge even parental affection with one look ? 
Because the only way of Bible religion is 
the command of God, and the command for- 
bade it. And it was at his peril to disobey, 
even thus far, which the end of his wife in- 
contestably proves. She looked behind her 
—to the children of her bowels—about to be 
consumed by fire from heaven. It was for 
the last time : the fire was already kindling 
by the wrath of offended Heaven. Her 
busy imagination perhaps already saw them 
writhe with agony in the flame, and heard 
their shrieks. Who would not be ready to 
excuse so small a transgression—to dis- 

ense with this non-essential. She looked 
behind her; and she became a pillar of salt. 
Because this maxim is supreme and abso- 
lute ; and there is nothing so valuable, or so 
dear on earth, as to excuse from a compli- 
ance with it. It will make no compromise, 
or suffer any abatement. And this instance 
of disobedience was set up to forewarn all 
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enerations to take heed to exary mord of 

od as of the greatest importance. Here 
let the advocates of the distinction between 
essentials and non-essentials, learn that to 
neglect the least thing may be fatal. 

would now call the attention of the 

reader to another notable instance in Exod. 
xiv. 15. “ And the Lord said unto Moses 
wherefore criest thou unto me, speak unte 
the children of Israel that they go for- 
ward.’ ‘There is not another reproof in 
the Bible, that I recollect, like this given te 
Moses. ‘* Wherefore criest thou unto me ??? 
And it is difficult to understand the reason 
of it, unles it was because Moses very well 
knew the application of this maxim to the 

resent case, and had allowed his eye to be 
viverted a moment from it through the bitter 
reproaches and threats that were now utter- 
ed against him by an ungrateful and faithless 
people ; whereas God will not allow am 
thing for a moment to take off our min 
from the rule of conduct which he has laid 
down. ‘* Speak to the people that they go 
forward.” 1 think I hear a host of objec- 
tors rise up at once against it in this case.— 
** But the sea is before us,” says carnal rea- 
son, ** how can we go forward ?” It cannot 
be a duty to go into the sea, and meet cer- 
tain death, ‘ That,” says avarice and the 
love of money, ‘* were to throw away all 
the jewels we have borrowed, and all our 
cattle and other property.” What! says 
natural affection, drag our wives and chil- 
dren into the waters to perish ! The thought 
is revolting to nature, and contrary to its 
first and strongest principles. It is absurd, 
says proud philosophy; it cannot be the 
command of a Being of infinite goodaess ;— 
and Moses must be an impostor, says infi- 
delity. Were it not better, says catholiccom- 
munion, to capitulate with our masters, the 
Egyptians, and conclude a union with them at 
once, to be one people,and this will take away 
all their motive to oppress us as heretofore, 
while we continued to profess to be a dis- 
tinct people, and to entertain a hope that 
God would deliver us ? 

Nevertheless, this way so foolish in the 
estimation of the wise, is the only way 
of Bible religion, and the only way to es- 
cape destruction. And they who, at the 
command of God, go forward, will alwaye 
find the insurmountable difficulty removed 
as they advance, as when Moses lifted u 
his ad and divided the sea before heal, 
so that they passed through it- They will 
still find a dry place for their foot. Yer 
they shall pass over dry shod. Looking 
neither behind them nor to either side, but 
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straight forward ; they are not frightened, 
neither by the enemy pursuing them, or b 
the aspect of Providence. e way still 
opens before them, and they advance on- 
ward during this night of weeping, and sor- 
row, and sin. At last the morning breaks, 
and they find themselves safe on the other 
side. Their deadly foes are gone for ever. 
Sorrow and sighing flee away, and songs of 
everlasting praise begin 

As the two preceding instances teach us 
that there is nothing too valuable or dear to 
leave behind, so this teaches that no danger 
or difficulty can face us, so great as to excuse 
from going forward, in obedience toa divine 
command, to meet it, or so great as not to 
be surmounted by faith. Who, after weigh- 
ing all the circumstances of his own case, 
and comparing them with the case under re- 
view, will say that his difficulties in going 
forward are insurmountable ? He a by 
the sight of his eyes, not by faith in the 
word of a covenant God. It ought not to 
escape our observation here, that the ve 
same principle in man, which makes all the 
objections to going forward in God’s way, 
is that which prompted the Egyptians to go 
forward in their own way, in which all the 
dangers were real that were only apparent 
in the case of Israel], and it is thus continu- 
ally. When God called Israel to go up and 
possess the land, and he would go with them, 
they refused through unbelief, because of 
the great difficulties and — ; but after 
God countermanded his order, and would 
not go with them, they would go and meet 
the same dangers alone. 

I call the reader next to consider this max- 
im as applied to what should be done, upon 
the return of the twelve spies sent to spy 
out the land, which the Lord had said he 
would give it them. Caleb, who was one 


' of them, with Joshua, reports according to 


maxim, as follows : “ Let us go up at once 
and possess it, for we are well able to over- 
come it.”? Num. xiii. 30. ‘ The land which 
we passed through to search it is an exceed- 
ing good land. If the Lord delight in us, 
then he will bring us into this land and give 
it us, a land which flows with milk and ho- 
ney- Only rebel not ye against the Lord, 
neither fear ye the people of the land, for 
they are bread for us. Their defence is de- 

d from them, and the Lord is with us, 
fear not.”? Ch. xiv. 7, 8,9. But against 
this the official report of the other ten, states 
as follows: “The people be strong that 
dwell in the land ; the cities are walled and 
very great; and moreover we saw the chil- 


dren of Anak there, and the Amal 
‘rare! bitter enemies,] dwell in the land o 
the south. And the Hittites, and the Am- 
orites, and the Jebusites, dwell in the moun- 
tains, and the Canaanites dwell by the sea 
and by the coast of aga -s be not 
able to go up against the e for they are 
preted Fe ap the land through which 
we passed to search it is a land that eateth 
up the inhabitants thereof, and all the 
» # that we saw in it are men of great sta- 
ture, [what an inconsistent story !] and 
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, 
which came of the giants, and we were in 
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in theirs.”” Ch. xiii. 28, 29. 31, 32, 33. 
Difficulties, many, great and terrible ; re- 
ported by men of discernment and princely 
courage, who have been on the spot and 
seen what they report, and they are decid- 
edly of the opinion that we ought not to go 
up, but rather that we should appoint a ca 
tain and return to Egypt ! Will not this be 
a perfect excuse for not going forward any 
farther ? So many would have it to be in 
the present day ; and say, “ if it were 
wrong, why do the pious and learned Mr. 
, and Dr. ——, &c. do so ? Are not 
they as much to be believed and trusted, 
and are they not as pious as these few con- 
temptible sectarian bigots, who are for go- 
ing forward in the face of impossibilities -— 
But what saith the Lord Godof Israel? On 
whose side is he ? with or against these 
honourable ten ?—He lifts up his hands and 
swears by himself, “ Surely they shall not 
see the land which I sware unto their fa- 
thers, neither shall any of them that provok- 
ed me see it.” Num. xiv. 21, 22, 23. 
Hence | infer that no weight of human 
authority, however respectable, can set aside 
this maxim. On this point let us hear the 
Apostle: ‘ If we or an ange) from heaven, 
preach any other gospel, let him be accurs- 
ed.” J also infer that the decision of the 
great and wise, noble and mighty, and po- 
pular resentment and indignation, are to be 
always expected against this maxim. Ne- 
vertheless, they who go by it, few, 
like Caleb and Joshua, and reputed the ene- 
mies of the church like them, and though gi- 
ants and walled cities, and devils too, stand 
in the way, they shall arrive safe at their 
journey’s end, and possess the land of pro- 
mise. For so the oath continues, “* But Caleb 
my servant, because he had another spirit 
with him, and hath followed me fally, him 
will I bring into the land whereunto he went, 
and his seed shall possess it.” Again, as 
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God promises to be with those who follow 
this rule, none greater, or so great, can 
come against them. 

When God gave his people a law and 
commandments in the wilderness, at Sinai, 
it was to define the way in which they were 
to go forward, and to distinguish it from 
all other ways of the idolaters around, which 
every one led backward ; and from all ways 
of human contrivance. 

This was the way by which they could 
arrive at the land of promise. Accordingly 
they who forsook it, fell in the wilderness. 
And that young generation who kept it, are 
said to have followed God, which is the same 
as to go forward. ‘‘ I remember thee,” says 
God, “ the kindness of thy youth, the love 
of thine espousals, when thou wentest after 
me in the wilderness.” Jer. ii. 2. That 
the strict observance of all things which it 
contained, was the way of going forward, is 
illustrated in Ezek. xlvi. 9. ‘ But when the 
= of the land shall come before the 

rd in their solemn feasts, he that entereth 
in by the north gate to worship, shall go 
out by the way of the south gate, and he 
that entereth by the way of the south gate 
shall go out by the way of the north gate ; 
he shall not return by the way of the gate 
by which he came, but shall go forth over 
against it.”? It was also the way by which 
they could possess the land after they had 
come into it, and go on realizing all the good 
things of which the Lord had spoken, 
throughout their generations. And when 
they would not walk in this way of his com- 
mandments, but slid back with a perpetual 
backsliding, (for their disobedience to it is 
constantly called backsliding,) then they 
were cast out of it. Thus it was, “ If ye 
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 
good of the land, but if ye refuse and rebel, 
ye shall be devoured with the sword, for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Isa. 
i. 19, 20. They were to go forward in 
this way through all variety of times, and 
all temptations, snares and reproaches, and 
other trials that might be sent them. Nei- 
ther the long unexpected absence of Moses 
on the mount, nor the invitation of the Mo- 
abites to come to their,feast, nor the guile of 
the Gibeonites, nor the threatenings and 
contempt of any of the nations around, nor 
the authority and example of their own kings, 
nor any other temptation, ought to have in- 
duced them to halt or look back. Nay, if 
the day should ever come that the ten tribes 
of Israel, like the ten spies, should play the 
harlot, yet let not Judah transgress. If the 
very wife of their bosoms should entice them 
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to do it, they were not to consent, nor was 
their eye to spare her from the stroke of the 
law. From these instances, it clearl 

ars, that this maxim is the ve it of 
the whole course of the church's duty in 
walking with God. In every public ordi- 
nance and private duty, she is still going 
forward to co final destination, the consum- 
mation of her happiness in the eternal 
and the enjoyment of her God. _In this par- 
ticular stage of her journey, in which she 
travelled in the observance of the law of 
Moses, she was going forward to meet the 
blessed Messiah at his coming in the flesh. 
Aad its observance, had she rightly under- 
stood it, was preparing her to receive him. 

There is a very instructing instance of it 
to be found in 1 Kings ch. xni, where it is 
recorded that a man of God came out of Ju- 
dah to Bethel, to cry against Jeroboam’s 
altar. The king, upon the restoring of his 
hand, which had withered as he stretched it 
out to command to lay hold on the prophet, 
said, ver. 7. “* come Ban with me ree 
fresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.” 
** And the man of God said to him, thou 
thou wilt give me half of thine house I will 
not g° with thee, neither will I eat bread, 
nor drink water in this place, for so it was 
charged me by the wora of the Lord, say- 
ing, eat no bread nor drink water, nor turn 
again by the same way thou camest,””— 
Here is the same maxim again, laid down 
in the strictest terms, and applied to a case 
of great difficulty and extreme hazard—it is 
one man sent to testify against a whole na- 
tion, who were at variance with his country, 
and immediately against their king, without 
any abatement of the severity of his mes- 
sage, or the least countenance to them in 
their sin. Some of the company would per- 
haps think him a fool for refusing the king’s 
offer. What harm would the money do ? 
Would it not have been wiser to take it, if 
he should believe the king to be in a fault, 


and apply it to some charitable — 
Others would say, “he is beside himself, 
he refuses to take any refreshment, he is 
one of the fanatics of Judah.” And others, 
‘‘ he is such a sectarian bigot that he thinks 
there is no religion but at Jerusalem.” And 
they might say, in the true spirit of modern 
catholicism, ‘‘ our king was chosen of God, 
and set apart by his prophet, as well as Re- 
hoboam. Our ten tribes were rent from the 
house of David, and set up by God into a 
separate kingdom, and we are the people of 
the God of Israel, as much as Ju and 
Benjamin, What then does this uncharita- 
ble bigot mean by arrogating so much to 
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himself and his sect ? Can any of the cor- 
rupt and apostatising branches of the refor- 
mation church claim any higher ground ?— 
And if not, what is to be thought of the 
proud challenge so often given, to produce 
authority for refusing fellowship to those who 
are God’s people ? Here is a people whom 
God acknowledges to be his, long after this, 
when their apostacy had come to a much 

eater height, even in the time of Ahab ; 
for he had even then reserved seven thou- 
sand who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 
Yet see, this man of God is charged to have 
no fellowship with them—to receive none of 
their money—nor eat bread or drink water 
with them—nor even sit down to rest him- 
self in their house, but to press forward by 
another way homeward. ill it be impu- 
dently said that he was under the spirit of 
the Old Testament, which had no charity ? 
It were enough, to repel this, to say that it 
was “ the spirit of Christ which was in 
him.” 1 Pet. i. But the passage itself fur- 
nishes us with a complete refutation of this 
charge. As he was delivering the word 
which God had charged him to speak, the 
king “ put forth his hand from the altar, say- 
ing, lay hold on him. And his hand which 
he put forth against him, dried up, so that 
he could not pull it #« again to him. And 
the king answered and said to the man of 
God, entreat now the face of the Lord thy 
God, and pray for me that my hand may be 
restored again. And the man of God be- 
sought the Lord, and the king’s hand was 
restored him again, and became as it was 
before.” v. 4,6. Which now of the two 
had the most charity, and came the nearest 
to Christ’s command—* pray for your ene- 
mies ?”” As I pass, I would point out two 
things, visible in this narrative, to the read- 
er, which seem to have kept their place in 
all ages of the church. First, that those who 
reject this maxim have always more or less 
of an intolerant, persecuting spirit ; and, se- 
cond, that in the time of their distress they 
are much more desirous to have the prayers 
of those who walk by it, than those of their 
own party. 

But to return to the man of God.—One 
would suppose that after his interview with 
the king was over, he had escaped the great- 
est snare, and had out-faced the greatest 
‘danger, as it is added—* so he went anoth- 
er way, and returned not by the way that 
he came to Bethel.” But it was not so.— 
After he had gone a little way on his return, 
be sat down under the oak to rest, and an 
old man rode up to him and invited him to 
go back, saying, “* I am a prophet as thou 
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art, and an angel spake to me by the word 
of the Lord pie, bel hian beck with 
thee into thine house, that he may eat bread 
and drink water.” v.18. This strata 
succeeded. He went. And the sad end to 
which he came by the lion is known.— 
Hence we may see that however God may 
pass by others not so well informed, it is a 
dangerous thing, for those who have known 
this maxim, approved of it, and have been 
fully assured of it, and have gone forward a 
great way according to it, to turn back.— 
This false story of the old prophet was very 
cng Had it been true, it would have 
en sufficient, and therefore the man of 
God had no alternative, but either to go in 
obedience to a divine message, or — 
the veracity of the old prophet, the unbro- 
therliness of which would shock the charity 
of our times. Yet he was not excused.— 
Let those, then, who have attained to a full 
understanding of this rule, and have gone 
far in the work of reformation, maintaining 
and professing the truth, take heed how they 
listen to the seductive tale—* I am a min- 
ister as well as thou art, and I take my doc- 
trine out of the Bible as well as you ; there- 
fore turn aside into my pulpit, or to my 
church fellowship.” 
I might have instanced, in the case of Jo- 
nah, to shew that if the Lord’s own people 
go back, he will oblige them to retrace their 
steps ; and in the case of Jeremiah, to shew 
that it is the duty of every one to go forward, 
although all the world and the pe both 
should oppose him, and he should see no 
saving good to arise from it. But this will 
suffice from the Old Testament. 


[To be continued.} 
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DISSERTATION III. 


Part ir. SEcrTion 11. 


The truth of the doctrine proved from Titus it. 
13.—‘* Looking for that blessed hope, and the 


glorious appear ng of the Great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 











The divinity of Christ is proved from 
his bestowing onr salvation as a gift. 

Christ ron the purchase of our salvation 
on the cross ; he bestows it on us asa gift 
from his throne: and this is another proof 
of his Deity. He said, “ I give unto them 
eternal life.” John x. 28. And Paul de- 
clares, ‘“‘ The gift of God is eternal life.” 
Rom. vi. 23. Thus Christ is so far above 
the character of the Agent of heaven, that 
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Paul declares “‘ He is the Author of eter- 
pal salvation to all them that obey him.” 
Heb. v. 7. Here it is proper to distinguish 
between Our salvation as a purchase, and as 
a gift. In respect of the former, it is pe- 
culiar to Christ alone. In respect of the 
latter, it is ascribed to all the persons in the 
Godhead. Our salvation was a general con- 
cern, and “the three in heaven bare record 
to it. Our God is the God of salvation, and 
unto God the Lord,” to each ao ‘ be- 
long the issues from death.” et there was 
a part that Christ took in the design peculiar 
to himself. In ordaining him before the 
foundation of the world, ‘‘ the Counsel of 

eace was between them both.” It cannot 
fe said of any besides the Son, “ that he was 
made of a woman, made under the law, and 
made a curse for us.” Gal. iv. 4. ‘“ He 
trode the wine press alone.”” He was ap- 

ointed to a work that none in the creation 
could do, and no person but himeelf, in the 
divine nature, has done. The merit and 
success of his death was all derived from 
that nature, which he has equally with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost. But the ago- 
ny, the sufferings, the actual expense was 
all personal. It was ‘the precious blood 
of Christ,” by which we were redeemed, 
who was ‘* manifest in these last times.””— 
We may not say that the Father was “ made 
flesh, and dwelt among us ;” or that the 
Holy Ghost was crucified. 

But when our salvation is considered asa 
gift, it is sometimes ascribed to one, some- 
times to another, as if each of the three per- 
sons had been the sole author. Thus, it is 
“* the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly things in Christ Je- 
sus.”? Fphes. i. 3. And yet our praises are 
directed to him, “ who hath loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood.” 
Rev. i. 5. And again: it may be said, 
without any diminution, that ‘ we are saved 
by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost.” Titus iii. 5. We 
have them all mentioned together : “‘ The 
foreknowledge of God the Father, the sanc- 
tification of the Spirit unto obedience, and 
the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus.” 1 Pet. 
i. 2. But here it is necessary to observe, 
that when our salvation, as a gift, is ascrib- 
ed to one person in the Godhead, the other 
two are not, and can not be excluded, be- 
cause, though the persons be distinct, the 
nature is one, and essentially possessed by 
them all. They can not act separately, 
nor does the one act as the instrument of 
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the other; each person being equally sove- 
- and supreme, as one God. 
ere it may be proper to fulfil a promise 
made in the preceding dissertation, in ex- 
laining this subject distinctly by itself— 
** As the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are 
the same in substance, they are also the 
same in power, that is in iellatnes over -us, 
and also in the glory they receive from us.’’ 
“There is no communication of the divine 
nature, no distribution of the divine honorg, 
no partnership in the divine worship,”— 
Bradbury. ’ 

Let us contemplate the blessings of salva- 
tions, in the order and extent which the Ho- 
ly Ghost hath revealed them; and show, 
that they are all given by each person in 
the Godhead : and as we proceed, pay a 
particular regard to the Son, and thus con- 
firm the argument for the divinity of his per- 
son. 

Ist. Spiritual life is a first and fundamen- 
tal blessing of our salvation. This is as- 
cribed to the Father. It is the Father of 
our ‘* Lord Jesus Christ who hath begotten 
us again to a lively hope.”? 1 Pet. i. 3.— 
We are begotten by a parental efficacy.— 
When James speaks of the Father of lights, 
he saith, ‘* of his own will begat he us by 
the word of truth.” Chap. i. 18, It is 
* God the Father who hath quickened us 
together with Christ.” Eph. ii. 5. 

This life is also ascribed to the Holy 
Ghost : So Christ himself saith, “It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth.” John vi. 63. Again, 
*‘ that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
John iii. 6. But Christ speaks of himself 
as the author of this life : ‘* The Son can 
do nothing of himself but what he seeth the 
Father do.” This doth not imply any in- 
feriority ; ‘* for whatsoever he doeth, these 
also doth the Son likewise ;” i. e. we act in 
an unchangeable unity. ‘‘ For as the Fa- 
ther raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he 
will.” Again : “* The dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God ; and they that 
hear shall live.” ‘* For as the Father hath 
life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself.” That is, the Son, by 
a divine constitution, shall have all spiritual 
and eternal life in himself, equally as the 
Father has it in himself: that this is the 
meaning of these words. is evident from 
what follows ; ** and hath given him author- 
ity to execute judgment also, because he is 
the Son of man ” John v. 19, 21. 25, 26. 
So that Christ is a head of influence, as 
well as of government. Thus he said to 
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Martha, ‘‘ I am the resurrection and the life : 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.” John xi. 25. Again: 
** This is the will of him that sent me, that 
every one who seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting life: and I 
will raise him up at the last day.”” John vi. 
40. “ a who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.” Col. ii, 4. Let = celtaniite, 
2d, Spiritual light. When Peter made 
*his confession, ‘‘ Thou art Christ the Son of 
the living God ;” Christ said unto him,— 
** Flesh and blood hath not revealed this 
unto you, but my Futher who is in heaven.” 
John xvi. 16,17. The Apostle “ giveth 
thanks unto the Father, who hath deliver- 
ed us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son.” Col. i. 12,13. And as to his own 
icular case, he saith, “ It pleased God,” 
}. e. the Father, “‘ to reveal his Son in me.” 
Gal. i. 15, 16. And yet without any con- 
tradiction, he saith, “ We have received ihe 
Spirit which is of God, that we may know 
the things which are freely given to us of 
God.” 1 Cor. ii. 12. The Spirit is the 
* unction by which we know all things.” — 
For saith Christ, “ the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” John 
xiv. 26. And yet Christ speaks of himself 
as the Author of this light: “ I am the light 
of the world ; he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” John viii, 12. As he gave 
the external, so he gives the internal reve- 
lation : “* He oni the understanding of 
the disciples, that they might understand the 
Scriptures.” John xxiv. 45. ‘ He open- 
ed the heart of Lydia, that she attended to 
the things which were spoken of Paul.” 
Acts xvi. 14. When the saints get into 
heaven, “in Christ’s light they shall see 
light.” ‘* For the Lamb is the light there- 
en Rev. xxi. 23. “ They shall see his 
face.” Ch. xxii. 4. ‘“ A glorified eye will 
be eternally fixed upon a glorified Jesus.” 
3d. Our pardon and acceptance are as- 
cribed to by rson in the Godhead. 
It is to our Father who is in heaven we 
y; ‘* Forgive our debts.” Matt. vi. 12. 
“It is God that justifieth, and Christ that 
died. Rom. viii. 33,34. “It is the Fa- 
ther who makes us accepted in the belov- 
ed.” Eph. i. 6. Though the Spirit is not 
represented as shedding the blood of atone- 
ment, or accepting it, and sitting upon the 


throne from whence pardon comes, yet he is 
the Author of that faith which improves that 
blood in its pardoning value, for purging the 
conscience from the guilt of sin. ‘* Christ 
came by water and blood.” 1 John v. 6.— 
And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for 
the Spirit is truth. ‘ Ye are washed, ye 
are justified, ye are sanctified, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” 1 Cor. vi. 11. But Christ affirms 
that the prerogative to pardon sin belongs to 
himself. ‘ The Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins.”” Mat. ix. 6. He 
was at the expense of his blood and agony 
to purchase the pardon of sin, and he has the 
honor of giving it. ‘- He is exalted to give 
the forgiveness of sins.’’ Acts v. 31. 

4th. Our sanctification is represented as 
being derived from each divine person. 

e are said to be “ sanctified by God the 
Father.” Jude 1. Christ prays to his Fa- 
ther, “ Sanctify them through thy truth.” 
John xvii. 17. As we are said to be “ re- 
newed in knowledge,” so the ‘* God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, according 
to the riches of his glory, enlightens the 
eyes of our understanding, that we may 
know what is the hope of his calling.”” Eph. 
i. 18. It is not necessary to enlarge, in 
proving that the Holy Ghost is the author 
of sanctification. Saith Paul to the Co- 
rinthians, “‘ ye are sanctified by the Spirit of 
our God.” “ Believers are elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience.” 1 Pet. ver. 2. He convinces of 
sin, and righteousness, and judgment. “ It 
is the Spirit who quickeneth.” John vi. 63. 
Our holiness is pi ascribed to Christ.— 
“* He is made of God unto us sanctification.” 
1 Cor. i. 30. His holiness produceth ours ; 
not only as an example, but as a fountain, 
which is ‘ opened for sin, and for unclean- 
ness.” Zech. xiii. 1. * The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” John i. 7. 
Thus the martyrs were distinguished, not on- 
ly as having ‘* come out of great tribulation, 
but as having washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”— 
Therefore, on account of this a this 
purification, or rather, this meritorious blood, 
are they “ before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his tempie.,’ 
Rey. vii 14, 15. 

5th. Our communion and fellowship is 
with all the persons in the Godhead. 

We have communion with the Father; 
we pray to“ our Father who is in heaven." 
Mat. vi. 9. We call on the “ Father, who 
without respect of persons, will judge every 
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man according to his works.” 1 Pet. i. 17. 
We have communion with Christ, in being 
made partakers of his righteousness, grace 
and fulness. ‘* Of his fulness we receive, 
and grace for grace.”’ John i, 16. We 
taste that the Lord is gracious ; even that 
Lord who was “‘ chosen of God, and pre- 
cious.” 1 Pet. ii. 3,4.—Nay, our commun- 
ion with the Father and the Son is frequent- 
ly joined together. “* Truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.””> 1 John i. 3. And saith Christ 
himself, “ If any man love me, he shall be 
loved of my father ; and we will come and 
make our abode with him.” John xiv. 23. 
We have also communion with the Holy 
Ghost. From him we have that “ unction 
by which we know all things.” “ He 
searcheth the deep things of God, and re- 
veals them unto us, that we may know the 
things that are freely given to us of God” 
1 Cor, ii. 10. In prayer, “ he helps our 
infirmities, and makes intercession for us, ac- 
cording to the will of God.” Rom. vill. 26, 27. 
He is our Comforter under all our tribula- 
tions. ‘ The kingdom of God is righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the !oly Ghost.” 
Rom. xiv. 17. We read of * strong con- 
solation :” 2 Cor. xiii. 14. “ of everlasting 
consolation, and good hope through grace.” 
2 Thes. ii. 16. And though both the de- 
lightful passages refer immediately to the 
Father and the Son, the Holy Ghost can- 
not be excluded, for God who hath sealed 
us hath given the earnest of the Spirit in 
our hearts.” 1 Cor, ii. 22. Lastly: We 
have our fellowship with all the three per- 
sons mentioned together. ‘‘ The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost.” Heb. vi. i8. 

6th. The perseverance of the saints is 
sometimes ascribed to the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, as one God. ‘ We are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto sal- 
vation.”” 1 Pet. i. 5, It is also afiirmed 
of each person distinctly 

Thus Christ says, ‘‘ Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou 
hast given ime.” John xix. 11. And in an- 
other pace, ** None is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand.” And yet he 
saith, at the same time, “ [ give unto them 
eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
I and my Father are one”—One nature, 
one essence, one being. John x. 28, 29, 30. 
‘* Believers are the preserved in Christ Je- 
sus and called.”” Jude 1. This is also as- 
cribed to the Holy Ghost, for saith Christ, 
“ J will pray the Father, and he shall give 

Vou. vu. 





you another Comforter that may abide with 
you for ever ; he dwelleth in you, and shalt 

e in you.” John xiv. 16, 17. By the 
Holy Ghost believers are “‘ sealed to the day 
of redemption. Eph. iv. 30. 

7th. Our resurrection from the dead is 
ascribed to each person in the Godhead.— 
As Christ himself was raised by the glory of 
the Father, so must be believers. ‘* Those 
who sleep in Jesus, God will bring with 
him.” 1 Thess. iv. 14. 

And yet we find this affirmed of the Son. 
‘* As the Father quickeneth the dead, and 
raisés them, even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. They that are in their 
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of 
man, and they that hear shall live.” John 
v. 21. 28. Thus saith the Apostle: “ The 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God, and the dead in 
Christ shall firise rst,”? or before, ‘ then 
we which are alive, and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 
shall be ever with the Lord.”’ 1 Thess. iv. 
16. 17. Our resurrection is also attributed 
to the Holy Ghost. “If the Spirit of him 
who raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
your mortal bodies, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall quicken your mortal bo- 
dies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 
Rom. viii. 11. 

8th. All the persons in the Godhead are 
represented as admitting the saints into 
heaven. 

Saith Christ to the disciples, “ Fear not, 
little flock, it is your Father’s good plea- 
sure to give you the kingdom.” Luke xii. 
32. Thus he himself will invite them thith- 
er. Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you.”? Mat. xxv. 
34. Christ said unto Mary, ‘I ascend un- 
io my Father, and your Father, to my God. 
and your God.” Mat. xx. 17. And yet 
ovr admittance into heaven is claimed b 
Civrist himself. With this he comforted his 
disciples, whea he was about to leave them. 
“« If,” or seeing, “ I go to prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” John xiv. ii. He will present be- 
lievers to the Father with these words : 
‘* Behold, I and the children whom God hath 
given me.”* Heb. ii. 13. And how grate- 
ful will these words sound from a throne !— 
As if he had said, ** These are the purchase 
of my death, the workmanship of thy grace : 
I bought them with my blood, and seized 
them S my Spirit 5 they were deeply en- 
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graven on my heart when in agony ; and I 
got a room in their hearts in the day of my 
wer, and now they are welcome to that 
eaven, which my promise, and their own 
faith pointed to. See my state, ye that fol- 
lowed me, the compass, firmness and glory 
of my government, is all for you.” Brad- 
bury. 

The admission of the saints into heaven, 
is also mentioned as the work of the Holy 
Ghost. He began their preparation for it, 
in their regeneration, he promoted it in their 
sanctification ; he was in them as the earn- 
est and first fruits: he comforted them by 
witnessing with their spirits, that they were 
the children of God ; and having raised their 
bodies from their graves, asthe good Spirit, 
he will lead their persons to the land of up- 
rightness.” 

9th. All the happiness of the saints in 
heaven is derived from each person in the 
God-head: From him who is, and was and 
is to come, from the seven spirits that are 
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ.’ 
Rev. i. 4. 

As Christ will present them to his father, 
“ They will be entertained with all the plea- 
sure of paradise.”? In his presence there is 
a fulness of Joy: and at his right hand there 
are pleasures for ever more.” Psal. xvi. 11. 
There will be satisfaction to the uttermost. 
These words will be fully accomplished in 
heaven. ‘* They shall be abundantly satis- 
fied with the fatness of thy house: and thou 
‘shalt make them drink of the rivers of thy 

leasures: For with thee is the fountain of 
ife; in thy light we shall see light.” Psal. 
xxxvi. 8,9. The same felicity is conferred 
by Christ himself. He said unto his disci- 
w Se upon a very important occasion, ‘I 
will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my father’s kingdom.” Math. 
xxvi. 29. And we are told that there, 
“The Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
to living fountains of waters: and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Rev. 
vii. 17. And then, there shall be nothing 
but pure gladness left. In conclusion, all 
the felicity of the saints in heaven, is also 
derived from the Holy Ghost, not to the ex- 
clusion of the other persons, for said Christ, 
“If any man thirst let him come unto me 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as the 
scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water, (this he spoke of the 
Spirit which they that believe on him should 
paver Jobn vii. 38,39. This is fully 
accomplished in heaven. John saw “a pure 
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river of water of life, clear as erystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb.” Rey. xxii, 1. How happy is that 
state! “ A fountain of gardens, a well of liv- 
ing waters and streams from Lebanon! 

Thus, as all the blessings of our salvation 
are mentioned in scripture as given by the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, it is 
evident, First, that they are equal in power, 
or influence, and operation. Saith Dr. Ow- 
en, the several persons are undivided in their 
operations, acting by the same wisdom, the 
same power. Every person, therefore, is 
the author of every work of God, because 
each person is God. And the same divine 
nature is the undivided principle of divine 
operation, and this ariseth from the unity of 
the persons in the same essence. Again, 
each person doth the same work in the or- 
der of subsistence, and not one as the instru- 
ment of the other, or merely employed by 
the other, but as a common principle of au- 
thority, wisdom, love,and power.” Second- 
ly, It is also evident, that Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, as well as the Father, and the 
Spirit is the great God. But, that the ar- 
gument for his divinity, drawn from this 
branch of the subject, may appear at once, 
in full view, you may take it as thus ex- 

ressed. 

* All the parts of our salvation are for 
the praise of the glory of his grace. The 
scheme is usually ascribed to the Father, 
not with an exclusion of the Son: for the 
counsel of peace was between them both. 
But, to remove the vast weight that eternal 
justice, and a righteous law had thrown in 
the way,could be done by no other than 
“the arm of the Lord.” Beginning the 
principles of this salvation in the hearts of 
enemies, making stones to be the children 
of Abraham, fetching living temples from 
the chambers of death, making the rebelli- 
ous a willing people: is the work of an Al- 
mighty power, and what the Lord expects 
from our Lord. Carrying on this, for so 
that faint, languid, and dying graces, (as 
they seem to be,) are made to live, rise, 
grow, and conquer: and then giving the 
last crown of glory, to those who were 
threatened by satan, sunk and lost in them- 
selves : conducting a soul through the king- 
dom of an enemy who is ‘* prince of the 
power of the air,”’ and raising a body from 
the filthiness of a grave to pure and divine 
enjoyment, are the » el of the Lord. For 
‘hese things do our souls depend upon him. 
This is redemption. It is more than making 
us, and keeping us: setting us in “paradise 
a little lower than the angels was the work 
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of a God: putting us among them in a bet- 
ter place is the work of our Jesus.’’* 
—>— 


UNANIMITY OF THF VISIBLE CHURCH. 
(Concluded from p. 145.) 
Tue subject continued in an exposition of 
Rom. xvi. 17. 

III. The third thing proposed from the 
words was, to show how those who caused 
divisions and offences in the church, are to 
be marked. 

The original word, here rendered “mark,” 
properly signifies, to observe closely, by 
watching the movements. Gill, on the 
place, says, “to look out for, narrowly 
watch, strictly observe and diligently exam- 
ine such persons; the metaphor is taken 
from watchmen, who look out from their 
watch-tower, and observe who are coming, 
or passing by, and take up suspicious per- 
sons, and carefully inquire who they are, 
and what they are about, and whether friends 
or foes.”” The word evidently denotes close 
inspection and very attentive observation. 
It is the duty of the church, and of all who 
love her and her peace, but especially of the 
watchmen who stand upon her watch-tow- 
ers, to notice every thing that has the least 
tendency to disturb her peace and her unity. 
But what is here proposed is to show, how 
those who cause divisions and offences in 
the church, are to be marked. 

1. They are to be marked by comparing 
their doctrines and their practices with the 
unerring standard of God’s word. God has 
civen but one rule of faith and practice to 
his church; and that is in his Word—that 
must form the bond of union among his peo- 
ple in the militant church. And that doc- 
trine or practice which is not according to 
this rule must be marked as schismatical. 
“To the law and to the testimony, if they 
speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no hight in them.”? The apos- 
tle Paul marked with special notice those 
whose doctrines were subversive of the pu- 
rity and simplicity of the faith which had 
been delivered to the saints. He réferred 
Timothy to Hymeneus, and Philetus, whose 
profane and vain babling words would eat 
like a canker—A disease whose progress 
is So imperceptible, at first, that often the 
miserable subject of it is not aware of his 
danger, until his case is beyond the reach of 
medicine. The injunction of the apostle 
also accords with the commendable practice 
of the Beraeans ; who searched the Scrip- 





* Bradbury. 


ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


214 


tures daily to see whether the things spoken 
by the apostle were so or not. 

2. Let them be compared with former at- 
tainments—* the good old ways.” Jer. vi. 
16. Whenever persons begin to drop at- 
tainments already made, either in doctrine 
or practice, they begin to lay a foundation 
for a division in the church; and are accor- 
dingly to be marked as schismatics. The 
church is not to wait until her doctrine is 
wholly corrupted, and her order and disci- 
pline subverted, before she is to consider 
her peace and unity indanger. She should 
view with jealous inspection any departure 
from attainments already made, or the in- 
troduction of any innovation not clearly point- 
ed out in the word of God. For if there is 
a single doctrine connected with our religi- 
ous profession, which is to be received as 
incontrovertible, it is this, that to prescribe 
the rule of faith and of practice to the church 
is the prerogative of God alone. What we 
are to believe concerning future and invisi- 
ble things, God has revealed. And the 
mode and order of worship, and the dis- 
cipline to be observed in his own house, he 
has also prescribed. ‘To make known these 
things to us, is one great end and object of 
divine revelation. And hence, it is said, 
** All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righ- 
teousness.”” That doctrine, then, or that 
practice, which cannot point to the divine 
warrant for its authority, is to be marked as 
an innovation, and consequently schismati- 
cal.* 

3. Another way of marking those who 
cause divisions and offences in the church is 
by their fruits. Observe their fruits. If 
their practice be not according to the rule of 
God’s word, rest assured, that either the 
doctrines professed are not sound, or the 
ow professing them are not sincere.— 

<rroneous doctrines will soon influence the 
practice. And hence the apostle James has 
said ‘* that faith without works is dead.” 


And our Lord has expressly laid down good 





* Of the danger of admitting innovations in doc- 
trine or practice into the church, many examples 
might be quoted. All the errors and corruptions 
which have ever prevailed in the Church of Rome 
had thus their rise. And a striking, though not 
an unexpected illustration of it, is now before the 
public in the case of Albert Barnes of the Gene- 
ral Assembly Presbyterian church in this country. 
His soul-ruining and God dishonouring errors 
have not only been tolerated, but judicially vin- 
dicated by the highest ecclesiastical court of that 
numerous and once orthodox body. 
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fruit as an evidence of a good tree. Matt. 
vii, 15—20. [The reader will be so good 
as to turn to the passage] 

4. The errors which occasion divisions 
and offences in the church should be judicial- 
ly condemned. It is the duty of the church 
in a judicial capacity, to point out, condemn, 
and warn against all errors, either in doc- 
trine or practice which threaten to mar her 
peace, corrupt her purity, or impair her una- 
nimity. We have an example of this prac- 
tice noticed with special approbation, Rev. 
ii. 2, “Thou hast tried them which say 
they are apostles, and are not, and hast 
found them liars.” For this instance of fi- 
delity the church of Ephesus is highly com- 
mended, by Him who walks continually 
in the midst of the seven golden candle- 
sticks. A continual controversy is carrying 
on in the world. Satan, the god of this 
world, is opposing the God of heaven. God 
has summoned the church to appear on his 
side. And to qualify her to sustain the con- 
test he has authorized her to exercise gov- 
ernment and discipline.” See 1 Cor. xii. 
28. Helps and governments are to be us- 
ed as well as pastors and teachers. And 
according to the rule for judgiag, (Deut. 
xxv. 1,) she shall justify the righteous and 
condemn the wicked. 

IV. The fourth thing proposed, was, to 
show how those are to avoided, who 
cause divisions and offences in the church. 
We are commanded not only to mark their 
doctrines and practices, but to avoid the per- 
sons themselves. 

Scott, in his Commentary on this place, 
judiciously remarks, that ‘ the apostle wrote 
from the fulness of his heart; and therefore 
when he seemed to be concluding, his over- 
flowing love induced him to begin again ; 
as a further topic occurred to his mind. 
Thus he here interrupts his subject, that he 
might warn the Christians at Rome, to 
note and carefully guard against the persons 
whose conduct, doctrine, or insinuations ten- 
ded to make divisions in the church, or to 
stumble or mislead inquirers: and to avoid 
them as they would persons who were in- 
fected with some contagious disease.”” The 
force of the word, avoid, is here well ex- 
cressed. The original word strongly ex- 
presses this idea. The expression, then, 
-uimly omplies a separation. For we can 

» ao sense be said to avoid those whose 
soce'y we seek, with whom we associate, 
=n< with whom we participate in the most 
,atumate acts of fellowship. The great ques- 
tion then, is, How are these persons, who by 





‘“‘their conduct, doctrine, or insinuations, 
couse divisions and offences in the church, 
to be avoided? I answer, in general it must 
be bya separation. If no ecclesiastical con- 
nection between them and us exists already, 
it is doubtless our duty not to form any. 
But if those who are endeavouring and de- 
sirous to maintain and promote the unity of 
the church and to hold fast the ‘ doctrine 
learned,” find themselves involved with 
such as are causing divisions and offences, 
they must separate, if they would not be 
partakers with the others in sin, 

But here I must remark, that it is not 
every offence in practice, or error in doe- 
trine, that is a just ground of separation — 
For the church is required to reprove, re- 
buke and exhort offending Senda! wh 
is, she is to use means to reclaim them. It 
is only when the due use of all scriptural 
means for reclaiming to the unity of the 
faith have failed—when there is an obstinate 
and irreclaimable opposition to the doctrine 
learned, that separation becomes necessary. 
But when this is the case, such persons must 
be avoided by a separation. But again, 
I remark, that a separation can only be ef- 
fected regularly in two ways, viz. ejection 
and secession. 

1. By ejection, or suspending the offend- 
ing persons from the privileges of the church. 
This is the regular and scriptural way, when 
the majority of those who exercise the keys 
of government and discipline, retain the doc- 
trines and principles professed and avowed 
in the public standards of the church. This 
would have been the duty of the church of 
Pergamos respecting the Balaamites and 
Nicolaitans, who were in the communion of 
that church, Rev. ii. 14. The church of 
Ephesus was commended for thus dealing 
with the Nicolaitans. ver. 6. And in ae- 
cordance with this rule, the apostle * com- 
mands the Thessalonians, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to withdraw from 
every brother that walketh disorderly, and 
not after the traditions received from the 
apostles.» 2 Thess. iii. 6. And again in 
ver. 14, he directs them,—* And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note 
that man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be ashamed.” 

2. The other way of separation is by 
secession. This way becomes necessary, 
when the persons offending against the doc- 
trine learned are the majority, and can con- 
troul the keys of discipline. Such a state 
of things sometimes occurs in the church 
through negligence in the seasonable exer 
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cise of discipline, that the majority forsake 
the doctrines learned and professed. In 
such a state of things it would be the duty 
of the faithful to testify and warn the ma- 


3 _jority against their defection, but if they are 
‘obstinate and irreclaimable. the only way 


left to the faithful, to free themselves from 
being partakers in the sins of the others, is 
to secede or withdraw. “ From such with- 
draw thyself.” 1 Tim. vi. 5. This is not 
merely a possible case, to be supposed. But 
we are assured by the Spirit of inspiration, 
that such a degree of apostacy would take 
place, when this would become necessary. 
‘Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues.” Rev. xviii. 4. And 
with this accords the comment of the apos- 
tle, 2 Cor. vi. 17, on the charge of the 
Lorp, by his servant Moses, to the congre- 
gation of Israel, respecting Korah and his 
company. Num. xvi. 21. 26, 27, ‘* Where- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean, and I will receive you.” 

This paper I shall now close with a few 
inferences from this important and very 
practical subject. For few subjects can 
have a more intimate connection with the 
practice of Christians than this. 

1. See the necessity of being well ac- 
quainted with, and established in the doc- 
trines learned—in the doctrines and princi- 
ples of our holy reformed religion. Our re- 
forming forefathers drew the doctrines and 
principles which they professed, and which 
they have transmitted to us, immediately 
from the word of God. These we have 
found, and do find, to be the doctrines of the 
gospel of the Son of God. “Let no man 
take our crown.” 

2. If the church may not suffer those who 
are enemies and opposers of the doctrines 
of truth, ro remain in her fellowship, much 
less should she receive into communion, or 
hold fellowship with such individuals or so- 
cieties. ‘If there come any unto you and 
bring not this doctrine, [the doctrine of 
Christ,] receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed. For he that 
biddeth him God speed is a partaker of his 
evil deeds.”” 2 John 10, 11. 

3. The same causes which warrant a 
separation will certainly justify its continu- 
ance so long as the causes exist. 

After a word or two with my readers, 
this paper shall be closed. 

Honest reader, when I commenced writ- 
ing on this subject, all that I proposed to 
myself was, to suggest a very few plain re- 
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marks from some passages of Scripture, 
which seemed to have a very pointed refer- 
ence to the present divided state of the vis- 
ible church. If I have not succeeded in 
suggesting any profitable reflections to your 
minds; I have at least quoted some very 
important texts from the volume of inspira- 
tion, with which you and | have now a ve 
deep concern. And of this we shall be one 
day convinced, whether we are now sensi- 
ble of it or not. Take heed to these. And 
remember, too, the day is drawing nigh, 
‘when the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” 
* Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, [or have been told of 
them,] beware lest ye also being led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your 
own steadfastness: but grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and forever. Amen.” 


—~ 


In the Cririca Bravica we meet with the fol- 
lowing extracts from CARwiste’s Essay on 
Evit Spirits, which we think are entirely con- 
clusive on the subject to which they relate, and 
which no doubt will be read with interest by those 
who are accustomed to receive, without indulg- 
ing in doubtful disputations, the plain and un- 
disguised statements of the word of God. 


Demoniacal Possessions ; or Reasons to 
prove their Reality, according to the 
New Testament. 

It has been a subject of dispute for many 
centuries, whether the demoniacs mentioned 
in the gospels, were really possessed with 
infernal spirits, or demons, or whether they 
were only persons afflicted with natural dis- 
tempers. Those who contend for the latter 
opinion, suppose that the expressions—pos- 
sessed with the Devil—casting out Devils 
—are only an accommodation to vulgar 
opinion, and that the persons said to be pos- 
sessed, were only mad, or lunatic, or per- 
sons subject to epilepsy. Thus they have 
explained away the account given in the 
gospels, concerning these demoniacs. I 
have never had the opportunity of examin- 
ing one complete treatise against the opin- 
ion of real possessions, except one written 
by Hugh Farmer, which was put into m 
hands by a kind friend. And I candidly 
confess, that it isa learned and ingenious 
production; and the more I read it, the 
more I am convinced of the truth of the two 
following lines : 


** | know the learned can with ease, 
Twist words and meanings as they please.” 
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Neither have I had the pleasure to read one 
single work in favour of real possessions ; 
consequently, my mind is not biassed by the 
specious reasoning of ae individual. I have 
met with various remarks on the subject in 
the course of my reading, and probably some 
of them may appear in this chapter. The 
plain unadulterated language of the Scrip- 
ture, or the account that is given of posses- 
sions in the gospels, are more convincing to 
me, that the demoniacs were really possess- 
ed with evil supernatur | demous, than all 
the learning and sophistry which have been 
summoned into action, in order to disprove 
and evade the simple and unvarnished nar- 
ration given of possessions in the evangelic 
history. Iam firmly persuaded, that the 
representation of the demoniacs iu the gos- 
pel history, together with their condition, 
cannot be fairly accounted for but upon the 
principle of real possessions. And | would 
ask the upposers of this scriptural doctrine, 
what ianguage would they use in order to 
express real possessions? Can any doctrine 
be better attested? Are not the expres- 
sions of the Evangelists as plain and forcible 
as language will admit? Why, then, should 
any man endeavour to expunge from the 
Scriptures, a doctrine so clearly and positive- 
ly contained in them? The modes of rea- 
soning made use of by these men to evade 
the truth of the gospel history, are not on- 
ly dangerous in the extreme, but superla- 
tively absurd ; they tend to destroy the cer- 
tainty of all language, and the unlearned, or 
uninformed reader, is at once carried into 
boundless regions of mere allegory and fig- 
ure; and, like a pilot, without anchor and 
without compass, founders upon a dismal 
ocean of uncertainty and confusion. And 
not only so, but upon the same principle, 
we may easily explain away every other 
doctrine contained in the Bible; and thus, 
in an alembic and mental chemistry, trans- 
mute all the heart-cheering doctrines of 
christianity into mere shadows, and thereby 
deprive the humble, sin-sick soul, of all his 
hope, leaving him to perish in despair. 

I shall, in the first place, point out a few 
of those reasons which induce me to believe 
in real possessions : 

First—Casting out devils is frequently 
spoken of as a thing different from the heal- 
ing of diseases. From hence, it is evident 
that our Lord and his apostles considered 
casting out devils as distinct and separate 
from the healing of diseases; and that cast- 
ing out demons was one prominent feature 
in the apostles’ mission, when they went 
forth to unfurl the banners of the cross, and 





to proclaim to a ruined world the redemp- 
tion of Christ. 

Secondly—The sacred writers express 
themselves in such terms as seem undenia- 
bly to imply their own persuasion of the 
fact ; and that the distemper of these deplo- 
rable sufferers, was owing to the influence 
of some personal agents, wholly distinct from 
themselves, and these no other than unclean 
infernal spirits. For, says the historian, 
“ The devils besought him, saying, if thou 
cast us out, suffer us to go away into the 
herd of swine.” Matt. vii. 31. See also, 
ix. 32, 33, 34; and Mark ix. 26. Thus, 
it is evident, that the Evangelists believed 
in real possessions; otherwise, they must 
be considered as unfaithful historians, to de- 
clare as facts the expelling of demons, when 
no such thing ever took place. But, if we 
suppose them constantly under infallible 
guicance, the opinions of those who deny re- 
al possessions lead to the grossest absurdity 
and contradiction. 

Thirdly—Our Saviour himself, in the 
actua! cure of these demoniacs, and in his 
treatment of them, plainly appears to have 
looked upon them, as not only nominally, 
but really such. The devils besought him, 
saying—‘‘If thou cast us out, suffer us to 
go away into the herd of swine. And he 
said unto them, Go.” He speaks not to 
the man, but to some other conscious being, 
possessing and acting upon him. ‘“ And 
Jesus rebuked him, (that is, the unclean 
spirit,) saying, hold thy peace and come out 
of him.”” ‘* And he healed many that were 
sick of divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils, and suffered not the devils to speak, 
because they knew him.” Mark i. 34.— 
** And unclean spirits, when they saw him, 
fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God. And he straight- 
ly charged them that they should not make 
him known.” Mark iii. 11, 12. “ And 
devils also came out of many, crying out, 
and saying, thou art Christ, the Son of God. 
And he rebuked them, and suffered them 
not to speak; for they knew that he was 
Christ.” Luke iv. 41. 

Fourthly —The denial of real possessions 
makes the gospel history to be a complica- 
tion of absurdities, and renders it absolutely 
impossible to make any sense of many of its 
parts. For instance, the account which is 
given by St. Luke, concerning the ejection 
of ademon. Now, read the word disease 
instead of the word devil, and the absurdity 
of such an opinion appears in its true light, 
and the folly of those. who are so absurd as 
to depart from the line of divine truth, is at 
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once exhibited to public contempt. ‘ And 
in the synagogue there was a man which 
had a spirit of unclean disease, and the un- 
clean disease cried out with a loud voice, 
Let us alone, what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou come to 
destroy us? I, (the unclean disease,) 
know thee who thou art, the Holy one of 
God. And Jesus rebuked the wxclean dis- 
ease, saying, hold thy peace and come out 
of him. And when the unclean disease 
had thrown him down in the midst, he (the 
unclean diseasc) came out of him and hurt 
him not. And they were ali amazed, and 
spake among themselves, saying, what a 
word is this ;—for, with authority and with 
power, he commandeth the unclean discas- 
es, and they come out.” Luke iv. 33, 34, 
35, 36. 

Again—our Lord represents an evil spirit 
or demon, after being cast out, as walking 
through desert places seeking rest, and find- 
ing none. But supply the word diseuse 
instead of spirit, and the language of Jesus 
Christ becomes not only altogether unintel- 
ligible, but absolutely absurd. For instance, 
when the unclean spirit, or rather according 
to the hypothesis of our opponents, the wx- 
clean disease is gone out of a man, he,(the 
unclean disease) walketh through dry pla- 
ces seeking rest and findeth none. Then 
the unclean disease saith, 1 will return tato 
my house from whence I came out, and 
when the unclean disease is come, he find- 
eth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then 
goeth the unclean disease, and taketh with 
himself seven* other diseases, more wick- 
ed than himself; and they, i. e. eight dis- 
eases, enter in and dwell there.”? Matt. xii. 
43,44, 45. Thus, it is evident, that if the 
opinions of these men who deny real posses- 
sions be correct, Jesus Christ, instead of 
speaking as never man spoke, hath used 
language which amounts to nothing more 
than a mass of the most incoherent and ridic- 
ulous jargon. But if we understand the 
words of Christ as a faithful representation 
of what had previously taken place, his lan- 
guage on this occasion is intelligible, and 
consistent with the general tenor of gospel 
history. Thus, it is evident, that our ador- 
able Redeemer considered possessions as re- 
al ; otherwise he would never have adopted 





*If the word seven be understood as denoting 
perfection, the words, seven other spirits, mean a 
great number; therefore, according to the princi- 
ple of those who deny the reality of possessions, 
this unclean disease took a great number of dis- 
eases more wicked than himself, 
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the mode of expression made use of on this 
occasion. 

To all this it is objected, 

I. That, in almost all those passages of 
Scripture. where men are described as pos- 
sessed our translators have injudiciously em- 
ployed the term devi/, instead of demon, 
which is the true meaning of the original 
word, and this circumstance has given rise 
to a very mistaken notion. 

Answer.—This is only an assertion with- 
out the least shadow of proof brought to sup- 
port it; therefore, it would be just to pass 
it over in silence. But as assertions and 
misrepresentations are generally considered 
by ‘rational Christians,” as strong weap- 
ons to attack their assailants with, I shall, 
therefore, endeavour to prove to be false, 
the assertion made in the above quotation. 
It ought to have been proved, that the trans- 
lation of the term by devil, instead of de- 
mon, was the cause of the opinion, that there 
are in existence supernatural evil spirits, or 
demons; or that it led to the notion, that 
the demoniacs were literally possessed. The 
demoniacs are frequently said to be possess- 
ed with unclean spi. its ; and it is also said, 
in the history of these deplorable sufferers, 
that they brought unto Jesus Christ, “« many 
that were possessed with devils, and he cast 
out the spzrits with his word.”? Here, ob- 
serve, the term spirit is used as synony- 
mous with devil. But, suppose the word 
devil had never been employed by our 
translators, would the opinion of real posses- 
sions never have had an existence? I defy 
the assertors of such a notion to prove, that 
one single individual believed in the exis- 
tence of the devil, or in the reality of pos- 
sessions, merely because our translators have 
used the term devil instead of demon.— 
Neither does the term dectl injure the sense 
of the sacred texts, nor does it convey a 
meaning which the writers did not intend. 
Substitute the word demon instead of devit, 
and the sense remains exactly the same : for 
instance, “* They brought unto him many 
that wore possessed with demons.” Christ 
said to his apostles, ‘* cast out demons.”— 
Thus, it is evident, that if the word devil 
had never been used, the doctrine of pos- 
sessions would have been the same. 

If. It is said, that ‘* Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles, it should be remembered were 
born in Judea, and educated as Jews, and 
therefore very naturally reasoned with their 
countrymen in many cases on their own 
principles, and where no very important 
points of christian doctrine were immediate- 
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ly involved, employed the common and pop- 
ular lunguage, in order to convey their sen- 
timents to their hearers.” 

This might account for general expres- 
sions, such us demoniacs, or being possessed 
of the devil; but not for the manner in 
which the Evangelists have related the dis- 
pone of the demons, who would not 
ave expatiated and enlarged upon the no- 
tion, if they had not been satisfied that it 
had its foundation in truth.—*The more 
enlightened cannot always avoid the use of 
metaphorical modes of expression; which, 
though founded upon error, yet have been 
so established in language by the influence 
of custom, that they cannot be suddenly 
dismissed. But in descriptions of charac- 
ters, in the narration of facts, and in the lay- 
ing down of systems of doctrine, we require 
different rules to be observed. Should any 
person in compliance with popular opinions, 
talk in serious language of the existence, 
dispositions, declarations, and actions, of a 
race of beings whom he knew to have no 
existence, we surely would not praise him 
for his ingenuity : we must suppose him to 
be either exulting in irony over the weak 
credulity of those around him, or taking ad- 
vantage of their weakness, with the dishon- 
esty and selfish views of an impostor. And 
if he himself should pretend to any connec- 
tion with this imaginary system of beings, 
and should claim in consequence of his con- 
nection with them, particular honors from 
his contemporaries, whatever might be the 
dignity of his character in all other respects, 
no body could hesitate to brand him as an 
impostor. In this light we must regard the 
conduct of our Saviour and his apostles, if 
the idea of demoniacal possessions were to be 
considered as merely a vulgar error. They 
talked and acted, as if they believed that 
evil spirits had actually entered into those 
who were brought to them as possessed with 
devils, and as if those spirits had actually 
been expelled by their authority, out of the 
unhappy persons whom they had possessed. 
They demanded too, that their authority and 
declarations should be believed, in conse- 
quence of their performing such mighty 
works, and thus triumphing over the powers 
of hell.”** Besides, there was no such ne- 
cessity for Jesus to adopt the vulgar language 
of the people, as there was with Joshua in 
that noted saying—* Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the valley 
of Ajalon.” Joshua x. 12. For it is agreed 
on all hands, that the Jewish language af- 


* Martindale’s Dictionary, ‘* Demoniac.” 
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forded abundance of expressions, whereby 
the truth of the fact might have been clear- 
ly expressed, if there had been no real pos- 
session. They had proper names for every 
distemper incident to the human system. 
Epilepsy, lunacy, and madness, are diseases 
which have more particularly obtained the 
name of demoniacism; yet, these distem- 
pers are as often designated by their proper 
names as by the figurative name of demo- 
niacism., hy is not this language made 
use of in every cure, if it had been intended 
by way of accommodation to vulgar notions ? 
From hence it follows, that the Jewish lan- 
guage was such, that our Lord could have 
expressed himself in terms perfectly free 
from error ; therefore, it is inconsistent with 
the perfection of his character, to suppose 
that he would use this mode of expression, 
when he knew that the vulgar would be 
confirmed by it in their delusions. What- 
ever reasons may be shown why our Lord 
adopted the common phraseology of the peo- 
ple, cannot be urged with regard to the 
“vangelists, who wrote the history of our 
Lord’s miraculous cures, when they knew 
that their histories were to last throughout 
succeeding generations. Now, if they un- 
derstood the real nature of possessions, they 
ought to have assigned a reason why they 
adopted modes of expression which could 
not fail to lead their readers into a most 
hurtful and delusive error. 

Besides, if we should suppose that our 
Lord, in curing these diseases, and his dis- 
ciples in writing the history of his cures, 
used the vulgar language, or conceded to 
popular superstition ; yet this will not account 
fur the possessed persons speaking in the 
manner related of them by the Evangelists. 
The demoniacs, it is probable, might, while 
under the influence of outrageous insanity, 
fincy themselves to be possessed : yea, they 
might even personate the demons ; but is it 
possible they should even feign a dread of 
being tormented “ before the time:” they 
might have expostulated with Jesus Christ, 
asking him why he came to disturb or tor- 
ment them ; but it is not probable that mere 
maniacs should even look forward to a cer- 
tain period when their destiny would be 
completed, with the most dismal torments, 
and then reason with Christ about the un- 
reasonableness of coming to torment them 
before that time. But should it be said, 
that the demoniacs might express a dread of 
being relieved from the possession, and be 
of Christ not to restore them to their natura 
state: this is absolutely improbable ; but be 
this as it may, what shall we think of the 
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man mentioned in Luke iv. 53, who hada 
spirit of an unclean devil. ‘This person 
was neither lunatic nor mad; for the dis- 
temper under which he laboured was an ep- 
ilepsy, as is plain from verse 35, where 
we are told that the spirit convalsed him." 

This is not denied; but it is denied that 
the distemper arose from any agency of 
evil spirits. Now, I would ask, if there be 
nothing in the case but an epilepsy, aris- 
ing from natural causes, how came the de- 
moniac fo cry out, saying — Let us alonc, 
what have we to do with thee, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Art thoucome to destroy us?” 
Can it be imagined that this person while in 
his right mind, would be unwilling to be 
cured of his disease, or, that he should ex- 
press a dread at the very thought of being 
relieved from sickness to health, from the 
most excruciating torture to perfect ease and 
vigour? To suppose this, is to suppose a 
self-evident absurdity ; and a man that can 
thus think, gives evident proof that he is 
himself possessed, or is a maniac. Sup- 
pose that the man were strongly tinctured 
with the opinions of his country, and really 
imagined himself possessed with the devil, 
is it reasonable to think, that, being ia his 
right senses, he would dread the ejection of 
the devil, and look upon it as his own de- 
struction? From hence it follows as a ne- 
cessary consequence, that this man was lit- 
erally possessed with an evil supernatural 
spirit or demon. 

III. It is maintained by those who deny 
the common opinion, that “ the devil was 
only a name for epilepsy, lunacy, or mad- 
ness.” But I want clear proof of this; and 
{ assert, contrary to Mr. Mede, that the 
sentence, “ He hath a devil, and is mad,” 
(Johh x. 20,) are not synonymous expres- 
sions, any more than—he hath a fever, and 
is mad, are so. To be mad is often the con- 
sequence of a violent fever; but this is no 
proof that they are synonymous terms, and 
mean one and the same thing. It is rea- 
sonable to — that every one that was 
possessed witha devil grew lunatic or mad, 
and at intervals might have fits, and be 
more than ordinarily affected, which might 
be the reason why the demoniacs are said 
to be lunatic, or mad; but still this is no 
proof that being possessed, and lunacy, or 
madness, were synonymous terms, or meant 
one and the same thing. They are quite 
different disorders, though the latter perhaps 
was generally, if not always, the conse- 
quence of the former. But it is farther al- 
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* See Dodrich’s Family Expositor. 
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leged, ‘that madness and lunacy may be 
accounted for by natural and secondary cau- 
ses.”” It is very true; but this is no rea- 
son for believing that they may not some- 
times be owing to preternatural ones : thus, 
a fever may be cured by natural means— 
but it no way follows, that it may not have 
been cured by the efficacy of a miraculous 
power, exerted for that purpose. And as 
nothing is more easy to be imagined, than 
that our Saviour should be able to assign 
the instance of such a preternatural agency, 
may we not take his word for a plain mat- 
ter of fact ? 

Mr. Farmer says, that “the miracle 
wrought upon the demoniacs is often describ- 
ed in the same terms as that wrought upon 
the diseased, terms that necessarily imply 
their having previously laboured under a 
real distemper.” St. Matthew says, equal- 
ly concerning demoniacs, lunatics, and para- 
lytics, ‘‘ He WEALED them.”” What, then ? 
Does the term healing always imply a bod- 
ily disorder, or such a disorder of mind as 
proceeds from natural causes? This Mr. 
Farmer dare not assert, firm as his brow is 
for allegory and figure. We find it appli- 
ed to unwholesome waters, to sin, and to 
outward temporal calamities ; therefore 
this argument proves nothing. And as the 
demonjacs laboured under various diseases, 
which were thought to have been inflicted by 
the agency of evil spirits, the evangelist, by 
simply saying that they were healed or cur- 
ed, affords certain proof that the demons 
were dislodged. Besides they mention the 
dispossession of the demons in contrad:s 
tinction to the healing of diseases; hence, i 
is said of Christ, that ** He cast out the 
spirits with his word, and HEALED art 
THAT WERE sick.” Now, this langoage 
is nothing but unintelligible jargon, on the 
supposition that the demoniacs were only la~ 
bouring under natural diseases. 

Again, the account which is given of the 
demoniacs of Gadara, and the ridiculous and 
miserable subterfuges which have been re- 
sorted to by those who deny the common 
opinion, is a convincing proof to me in favor 
of real possession. It is said of one of 
those demoniacs, that ‘no man could bind 
him, no not with chains.”? Mark v. 3. 
But Mr. Farmer says that— the ancients, 
perhaps, were less skilful than the moderns, 
in the methods of confining such unhappy 
persons.”? This is at best only an improba- 
ble supposition; for who can suppose (un» 
less he have an hypothesis to support by it) 
that the ancients were such idiots as not to 
be able to confine with chains a mere ma 
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niac. Besides, why should the Evangelist 
point out this circumstance with so much em- 

hasis, if the reason why he could not be 

und, was owing to the deficiency of wis- 
dom in the people. It is further said, that 
out of this deplorable sufferer, our Lord dis- 
fodged a legion of devils; and that he per- 
mitted them to go into a herd of swine, 
which was feeding upon the mountain, in 
consequence of which, the whole herd, 
(which was about two thousand) ran violent- 
ly down a steep place, and were choked in 
the sea. But Dr. Lardner and Mr. Mede 
strenuously contend, in opposition to reason 
and Scripture, that this herd of swine was driv- 
en into the sea by the joint assistance of two 
raging madmen. Is it nota pity that men 
of learning should suffer themselves to be 
led into such absurdities; and is it nota 
‘strong proof in favor of real possessions, 
when those who deny the fact, are obliged 
to resort to such miserable shifts? I hesi- 
tate not to say, that it was impossible, not 
for two merely, but for twenty such mad- 
men, however fierce, to put so vast a num- 
ber of swine as two thousand into motion 
in an instant, and to cause them all to rush 
with violence down a precipice into the 
sea; for it is well known, that swine are 
the worst of all tame animals to be driv- 
en. Besides, it does not appear from the 
history, that the men ever fell upon the 
swine, or made any attempt to drive them 
into the sea; nay, the gr positively re- 
fers their destruction to a different cause ; 
for we are expressly told, that the devils 
went into the herd of swine.—Now, there 
is a great deal of difference between the 
devils going into a thing, and a man’s fol- 
lowing after, or driving it. Moreover, if 
this legion of demons, were nothing more 
than a raging madman or two ; and if these 
demons entered into the swine, as we are 
assured they did; then these madmen en- 
tered into the swine. Now, it remains for 
them to explain, how these madmen got 
out of themselves, and how they got into 
the swine; such are the absurdities which 
men unavoidably run into, who wish to be 
wise above what is written.—Neither is the 
supposition, that the demoniacs only lahored 
undef a natural disease, less absurd; for if 
there was nothing more than a bodily dis- 
ease, we must view the subject of it as af- 
flicted with a legion of diseases at one time, 
that is, abont five thousand; that the dis- 
eases were possessed of the gift of speech , 
for it is said, they besought him that he 
would not command them to go out into the 
deep. There is one thing more ‘which 
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ought not to he overlooked. When our 
Lord had commanded the unclean spirit, or 
rather the anclean disease, to come out of 
the man, the reply which was made was, 
““What have we to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou son of God Most High?—I beseech 
thee torment me not.”? If we consider this 
to be the language of the afflicted person 
without diabolical influence, we are totally 
unable to make any sense of the passage : 
and if we view it as the language of a dis- 
ease, it appears more absurd still. Mr. Far- 
mer supposes, that it was the disease of the 
man that was transferred into the swine ; 
and he further supposes, that the answer 
which one of the demoniacs gave to Christ, 
viz. my name is Legion, was only the inco- 
herent dogmas of a mere madman: hence, 
he fancies he evades the absurdity of su 
posing a legion of diseases to inhabit the 

osom of a man at one time. For the sake 
of argument, we will grant Mr. Farmer 
what he contends for, viz. that this demoniac 
was only mad. Now one would almost be 
persuaded, that Mr. Farmer believed that a 
disease was infinitely divisible; for at any 
rate, this disease must have been divided 
into two thousand parts, in order to affect 
the whole herd. Now, suppose it possible, 
that a disease thus divided, oul loam 
two thousand swine to go raging mad. Is 
it possible for a man to believe, in his right 
mind, that the injection of the two thous- 
andth part of a Tdens into each of them, 
would make them to go raging mad in an 
stant, and ina moment cause them to rush 
with violence into the sea. If it were only 
the mere diserder of a man which caused 
them to go mad, how is it that they should 
run with one accord into the sea? Why did 
not they run in all directions, and thus 
squander themselves all over the plain, tear- 
ing in pieces every thing that came in their 
way? Mr. Farmer has only rejected one 
absurdity to take up an other. I shall con- 
clude this chapter with a few remarks upon 
the permission given to the devils, when 
cast out of the man to go into the herd of 
swine. 

1. It was not derogatory to the honor 
of our Saviour’s character; since it is one 
of the very usual methods of God’s moral 
government, to awaken sinners to repent- 
ance & alarming events. 

2. Nor was it unjust in Jesus, since it is 
evident he acted not in his own personal 
character asa private member of society, 
but byas cial divine commission and au- 
thority, and the miraculousness of the fact, 
is a satisfactory attestation to the inmocenve 
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of it. Had the herd gone mad of themselves 

as we say, noone would have thought of as- 

signing the event as an objection against 

Divine Providence ; nor do we find that the 

Gadarenes ever made the least gag of 

this sort against our Saviour’s conduct. 

3. It proved in the most convincing man- 
ner, the reality of diabolical agency; for, 
says Dr. Doddridge, “ it was self-evident 
that a herd of swine could not be confeder- 
ates in any fraud: their death, therefore, in 
this instructive circumstance, was ten thou- 
sand times a greater blessing to mankind, 
than. if they had been slain for food as was 
intended.” With these remarks I leave the 
reader to judge for himself, and may God 
give his blessing. 

——- 
[From the Christian Magazine. ] 

Tue ulsToRY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
CONFIRMED AND ILLUSTRATED BY PAS- 
SAGES OF JOSEPHUS, THE JEWISH HISTO- 
RIAN. 


The facts which lie at the foundation of 
the Christian religion, are established with 
stronger evidence both external and inter- 
nal, than any other in ancient history. In 
the New Testament we have four distinct ac- 
counts of the life of Christ, written by dif- 
ferent persons, two of whom were his apos- 
tles, and constant attendants, and the other 
two contemporaries and companions of the 
apostles. The most striking harmony runs 
through all these accounts, while those varia- 
tions which have been remarked, as to the 
manner in which they have related the same 
transaction, afford a strong corroboration of 
the veracity of the evangelists, in as much 
as they show that every one of them wrote 
from knowledge and conviction, and not from 
concert, or with mutual consultation. Of the 
progress of the gospel after the ascension of 
Christ, we have an accounf by one of these 
evangelists, in the book called The Acts of 
the Apostles, which is confirmed by the 
Epistles, both, as they all proceed upon the 
supposition of the facts recorded in that book, 
and also, as there are many close coinciden- 
ces between them and it, which could neith- 
er be the effect of accident nor the work of 
fraudulent contrivance. But, besides their 
internal agreement, the facts recorded in the 
New Testament, admit of confirmation from 
external history. In the history of our Lord 
and his apostles, there are frequent allusions 
to the manners and opinions, not only of the 
Jews, but also of the Greeks and Romans. 
The scene of action is not confined to a sin- 


gle country, but displayed in the greatest 
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cities of the Roman empire. This occasions 
a coincidence and correspondence between 
what is contained in the New Testament, 
and what is related by those authors who. 
have recorded the history of these times. 
This conformity, when well established, 
serves both to confirm and to illustrate the 
gospel history. It confirms it, because it 
shows that the writers of it lived in the time 
and country in which these things were 
transacted, and were well informed of the 
facts which they relate. It illustrates it, be- 
cause, by comparing the different accounts, 
more light is cast upon the subject, and we 
are made more fully acquainted with events, 
opinions and customs, which are only inci- 
dentally mentioned or described in general 
terms inthe New Testament Though the 
subject admits of illustration from heathen 
writers, it is meant at present, to confine the 
inquiry to the Jewish historian. 
Josephus was born at Jerusalem, four 
years after Christ’s ascension. He was of 
the family of the priests, a man of genius, 
learning and integrity, and well acquainted 
with the affairs both of the Jews and Ro- 
mans. His antiquities of the Jews, and his 
history of the Jewish wars, are the works 
with which we are chiefly concerned at pre- 
sent. He wrote the last of these some short 
time after the destruction of Jerusalem,. 
which happened in the year of our Lord 70, 
that is 37, years after the ascension; the 
former he finished in 93, that is, 60 years 
after the ascension. He adhered to the Jew- 
ish religion, which renders his testimony of 
more importance, as he cannot be suspected 
of a design to favor christianity. It is true 
that there is in our copies of Josephus, a 
passage which bears ample testimony to the 
wisdom, miracles and resurrection of Christ.* 
But the genuineness of this testimony has 
been much disputed even among Christians. 
We shall only remark oe it here, 
that the argument in support of Christianity, 
is scarcely less strong, upon supposition of 
its being spurious, than if it were genuine, 
as the silence of Josephus respecting Christ 
and his followers, at a time when their fame 
had reached so far as to call for the notice of 
heathen authors, could only arise from his 
being at a loss how to speak of the charac- 
ter and cause of Christ, while he had not em- 
braced his religion. In this paper, it is in- 
tended to select from the account which he 
ives in the course of his history of the af-. 
fairs of the Jews, or of other nations, some 
passages which, without any design ‘on his 








* Antiq. b, xvjii. chsp. iii. § 9. 
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part, natively correspond with what is re- 
corded by the inspired writers of the New 
Testament. 

Of Herod the Great.—The New Testa- 
ment asserts, that Christ was born when 
Ceasar Augustus was Emperor of Rome, 
and Herod King of the Jews. From the 
2d chapter of Matthew it appears that the 
death of Herod followed soon after that event. 
The general opinion of those who have in- 
quired into the chronology of the scriptures, 
is, that our Saviour was born the year pre- 
ceding the death of Herod. Now, Josephus 
informs us, that Herod, who was the son of 
Antipater, an Idumean, obtained the king- 
dom of Judea by means of the Romans, 
Hyrcanus the High Priest being removed 
from it, to make way for him, and that he 
was in great favor, first with Mark An- 
thony, and afterwards with Augustus Cesar, 
who confirmed him in his kingdom, when 
he obtained the sole command of the Ro- 
man empire. From the dates mentioned 
by Josephus,* it appears that about thir- 
ty years elapsed from the death of Herod tg 
the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Ce- 
sar, the successor of Augustus, which agrees 
with the account of our Lord’s age, at the 
commencement of his public ministry, as re- 
corded by Luke, chap. iii. 1. 23.7 

There is one of the actions of Herod, 
which is narrated in the gospel according to 
Matthew, (chap. ii.)—the bloody murder of 
the infants of Bethlehem, when he was in- 
formed that Christ was born there, under 
the character of King of the Jews, and after 
he was disappointed in his scheme of discov- 
ering and laying hands upon Jesus hin self. 
This particular fact is not mentioned by Jo- 





* Antiq. b. xv. ch. v. § 2. b. xvii. ch. viii. § 1. 
b. xviii. ch. ii. § 2. 

t In Luke, iii. 28, it is said, ‘* that Jesus began 
to be about thirty years of age;” which intimates 
that he had not completed this period of years. 
But, in the opinion of some good critics, the word 
Gp opcvos translated began, according to the 
idiom of the Greek, and the connexion of the 
passage does not refer to the age of Christ, but to 
his ministry, and some such word as draxowuag, 
or 6j0a0xtwv, is understood. The words would 
then read thus: “‘ Jesus when he began his 
ministry or teaching, was about thirty years of 
age.” Inconfirmation of this translation. Matth. 
iv. 17. and Acts i. 22, which both refer to the 
game subject, may be consulted, in both of which 
the same verb is used; the former with xnpugcew, 
and in the latter in the elliptical form in which it 
occurs in the passage under consideration. As it 
is said, that Jesus was ‘about thirty years, of age,”’ 
there is no necessity tor suppesing that he was 
exactly thirty years old; he might be some short 
time less or . It is usual for historians to ex- 
eS in this general manner, when 

numbers are em » and even with- 
gut adding the qualification used. 
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sephus ;* but its credibility is abundantly es- 
tablished by the shocking examples of the 
jealous and cruel temper of that monarch, 
with which his history abounds. To select 
a few—from the same principle of cruel 
jealousy, which a the murder of the 
infants of Bethlehem, he caused Aristobulus, 
his brother in-law, the high priest to be suf- 
focated in the bath, because he was a favor- 
ite with the people, and belonged to the for- 
mer royal family.— He afterwards put to 
death Hyrcanus, a man of the most peacea- 
ble and unaspiring disposition, who had for- 
merly been high priest and governor, his own 
wife Mariamne, her mother Alexandra, with 
many of his most intimate acquaintances.f 
Impelled by jealousy and suspicion of treach- 
ery, he inflicted the same punishment, first 
upon two of his own sons, and afterwards 
upon a third.§ Multitudes were tortured by 
him ; his spies were sent every where ; he 
dreaded every person who came into his 
presence, until ‘ at last his domestics were 
come to that pass, that being no way secure 
of escaping themselves, they fell to accusing 
one another, imagining that he who first ac- 
cused another, was most likely to save him- 
self.”1 To close this black scene, when he 
was on his death bed, he issued orders for 
assembling the principal men through the 
whole Jewish nation ; and having shut them 
up in the Hippodrome, (the place for the horse 
races,) he ordered them to be all slaughter- 
ed as soon as he should die, and before his 
death was announcnd to the people, in order 
that he might have, ashe called it, ** an hon- 
orable monrning at bis funeral ’** Thus it 
appears. that what the evangelists relate re- 
specting the conduct of Herod, however cru- 
el, is in perfect correspondence with the char- 
acter of that monarch as described by Jose- 
hus. 

Of Archelaus, the Son of Herod.— 
Matthew, in theesame chapter informs us, 
that Joseph, being warned of Herod’s death, 
returned into the land of Israel with the 
young child Jesus and his mother from 
Egypt, to which he had fled: “ But when 
he heard that Archelaus did reign in 





* This fact might not reach Josephus, who liv- 
ed a considerable time after Herod’s death, as it 
would scarcely obtain a place in the history of Ni- 
colaus of Damascus, a great flatterer of Herod, 
who wrote before our historian, and supplied him 
with the particulars of this reign, or it might not 
be reckoned necessary to insert it amidst the-ma- 
ny military executions which were ordered by this 
tyrant. 

Antiq. b. xv. ch. iii. § 8. 

Antiq. b. xv. ch. vi. § 2. ch. vii. § §, 8. 

B. xvi. ch. xi. § 7, b. xvii. ch. vii. © 

B. xvi. ch. Vili. 2, b. xvii. ch. iv, § 2. 
** B. xvii. che vi. 9 6. 
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Judea, in the room of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to thither; notwithstandin 
being warned of God in a dream, he turne 
aside into the parts of Galilee,” v. 22. This 
account receives confirntation from Josephus 
jn more circumstances than one. He informs 
us, that alittle before his death, Herod alter- 
ed his testament, and appointed his son Ar- 
chelaus to be his successor in the kingdom 
of Judea, but at the same time that he sepa- 
rated the rest of his dominions, including 
other parts of the land of Israel, and diviaed 
them eondote his other two sons; which 
agrees with the account in Matthew, which 
represents Galilee as not under the jurisdic- 
tion of Archelaus, ch. ii, 22. The Roman 
Emperor, to whom Herod referred the ratifi- 
cation of his testament, confirmed it in the 
most material parts ; and although he only 
ve to Archelaus the title of Ethnarch; yet 
osephus at different times gives him the ti- 
tle of King,* agreeably to which Matthew 
says that he did reign in Judea. ‘The gos- 
pel histor leads us to conclude, that Joseph 
was afraid of Archelaus’s cruelty, and that 
he had expected the government would be in 
other hands. The account which Josephus 
gives, shows us the grounds of both these opin- 
ions, For he informs us, not only that one 
of his brothers, who had formerly been ap- 
pointed successor to his father, went to Rome, 
expecting to obtain the kingdom, but that an 
embassy of the Jews came thither, complain. 
ing of the tyranny of Herod, and also of that 
of Archelaus, who soon after his father’s 
death, had ordered a slaughter of the multi- 
tude assembled in Jerusalem at the time of 
the passover, and desiring that they might 
be freed from kingly government, and al- 
lowed to live according to their own laws, 
under a Roman governor.t The Romans 
at this time supported Archelaus. ‘‘ But in 
the tenth year of Archelaus’s government, 
both his brethren and the principal men of 
Judea and Samaria, being unable to bear his 
barbarous and tyrannical usage of them, ac- 
cused him before Ceasar.’”*t Whereupon he 
was deprived of his government, and banish- 
ed to Vienna in Gaul, and Judea was join- 
ed to the Roman province of Syria, and had 
a governor sent from time to time from 
Rome. 

Of the governors of the land of Israel at 
the beginning of the public ministry of 
Christ. Luke ili. 1, 2. “In the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Ponti- 





* Antq. b. xvii. chap. viii. § 2, chap. ix. § 2. 

+ B xvii. ch. ix. § 4, ch. xi. § 1, 2, J 
Wars, b. ii. ch. ii. § ” a 

$ Antiq. b. xvii. ch, xiii. 
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us Pilate being governor of Judea, and Her- 
od being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 


Philip tetrarch of Iturea, and of the region of 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of 
Abilene, Annas and Ciaphas being the high 
priests, the word of God came unto John the 
son of Zacharias, in the the wilderness.’ It 
is not without a special purpose that the Spir- 
it of God has directed the evangelists to be 
so particular in this place; and it is pleasing 
to find every one of these particulars confirm- 
ed by Josephus, without any design on his 
part, in the course of his history, We have 
already taken notice of the correspondence 
between the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius, and the age of our Lord, a 

hus not only informs us that, Pontius 

ilate was appointed by the Roman Empe- 
ror, governor under him of Judea, but from 
his narrative it appears, that he was so in 
the precise year mentioned by the evangel- 
ists. ‘ Pilate,” says he, “ when he had 
tarried ten years in Judea, made haste to 
Rome, and this in obedience to the orders of 
Vitellius (the president of Syria,) which he 
durst not contradict ; but before he could get 
to Rome, Tiberius, (the Roman Emperor) 
was dead.* Afterwards he informs us, that 
Tiberius died after he had held the govern- 
ment twenty-two years five months and three 
days.”> So that Pontius Pilate was gover- 
nor of Judea in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Tiberius, and itmay be added, was so al 
so, at the time in which, according to the ac- 
count of all the evangelists, Christ was crucifi- 
ed.—Again, Josephus informs us, that by the 
testament of Herod the Great, which was con- 
firmed by Augustus, two of his sons were 
appointed, one (Herod Antipas) tetrarch of 
Galilee and Perea, the other (Philip,) te- 
trarch of Trachonitis, and the neighboring 
countries.| ‘Thus we have these persons 
in the situation in which Luke places them ; 
and they contiuue to be the same in the fif- 
teenth year of Tiberius, as appears also from 
Josephus, who says, “ that Philip, Herod’s 
brother, departed this life, in the twentieth 
year of the reign of Tiberius, after he had 
been tetrarch fT rachonitis, and Gaulonitis, 
and of the nation of the Bataneans also, thir- 
ty-seven years ;”§ and that herod was remo- 
ved from his tetrarchy by Caius Caligula the 
successor of Tiberius.1 A tetrarch was a 
governor of a fourth part ofa kingdom, and 
probably there is a reference here to the di- 





* Antq. b. xviii. ch. iv. § 2. 
i Ch. vi. § 10. 
Antiq. b. xvii. ch. viii. § 1,ch, xii. § 4. 
§ Antiq. b. xviii. ch. iv. 6 6. 
* Ch. vii. § 2. 
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vision of Herod’s dominions.—Luke adds 
*¢ Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene.” This 
country lay in Celosyria on the borders of 
Arabia, and was called Abilene from, Abila 
its capital city. Josephus does not afford us 
such particular information gone. it, as 
the other places here mentioned, on account 
of its distance from Judea, and the little con- 
nexion it had with Jewish affairs; but still 
there is what is sufficient to confirm the ac- 
count of the evangelist Mark Antony had 
taken this country from one of the name of 
Lysanias, and given it to Cleopatra. The 
government of it was some time after this 
urchased by Zenodorus, whence it came to 
fe called the house or property of Zenodo- 
rus, as it was formerly called the house of 
Lysanias.* Augustus added it to the do- 
minions of Herod the Great. After the 
death of Herod, Augustus gave a part of it 
to his son Philip. The words of Josephus 
are, “ Batanea, &c. with a certain part of 
what was called the house of Zenodorus, 
id the tribute of 100 talents to Philip.” + 
When Josephus says, (to use the words of 
Grotius,) “ that some part of the house or 
ession of Zenodorus, (i e. Abilene) 
was allotted to Philip, he thereby declares, 
that a larger part of it belonged to another ; 
this other was Lysanias, whom Luke men- 
tions.”*{ This is confirmed by two other 
ssages of Josephus. In one of them he 
says that Claudius bestowed upon Agrippa, 
“ Abila of Lysanias.”§ The change of the 
name shows, that the possession had gone to 
one called Lysanias, whether a descendant 
of him who had the goveonment formerly, or 
not, is immaterial. The second passage re- 
ferred unto, isstill more apposite, as it shows 
that Lysanias had been tetrarch of that coun- 
try. Claudius bestowed upon Agrippa the 
younger, (who did not succeed to his father 
Agrippa’s kingdom,) “ the tetrarchy of Phil- 
ip and Batanea, and added them to Trachon- 
itis, with Abila, which last had been the 
tetrarchy_of Lysanias.” Having men- 
tioned the civil governors, the evangelist 
eeds to state the ecclesiastical rulers at 

the time in which our Lord began his pub- 
lic ministry. ‘* Annas and Caiaphas being 
the high priests.”” Josephus informs us, 
that Caisphas was high priest during the 
whole procuratorship of Pontius Pilate, 
which we have seen, included the fifteenth 
of Tiberius. He says, that when Eleazar, 





" 1. 
B. xx. ch. vii. § 1, Causaboni Exercitat. ad 
Annal. Eccles. Baron. Ex. xiii. num, vii. 


the son of Annanias, had held ne office of 
high priest for a year, ‘‘ Gratus (the procura- 
tor) aaptvel fim of it, and gave the high 
priesthood to Simon the son of Camithus ; 
and when he had possessed that dignity no 
longer than a year, Joseph Caia a was 
made his successor. When Gratus had done 
those things, he went back to Rome, after 
he had tarried in Judea eleven years, when 
Pontius Pilate came as his successor.”* 
That he continued in this office until the re- 
moval of Pilate, appears from the followin 
passage: ‘ Vitellius sent Marcellus a frien 
of his, to take care of the affairs of Judea, and 
ordered Pilate to go to Rome, to answer be- 
fore the Emperor to the accusations of the 
Jews. He also deprived Joseph, who was 
also called Caiaphas, of the high priesthood.” 
Luke says that Annas was high priest at the 
same time with Caiaphas. Interpreters have 
differed much in accounting for two persons 
being in this office at the same time, while 
it was usually held by one. Some explain 
it by supposing, that those who formerly oc- 
= the office retained the name, and were 
called, occasionally or more statedly, to as- 
sist the existing high-priest; others by su 
posing, that Annas was admitted to a share 
of power by his relation to Caiaphas ; others, 
that the high priest had a vicar or suffragan, 
to assist or supply for him ; while others sup- 
pose that Annas and Caiaphas officiated 
yearly by turns ; in support of which opin- 
ion, they refer to John, xviii. 13, and Acts, 
iv. 6. But whatever may be said respect- 
ing this, the manner of speaking used by the 
evangelists, agrees with that of Josephus. 
For he sometimes applies the title high priest 
exclusively to one who held that office at the 
time, sometimes to such of the priests who 
were eminent by their character and influ- 
ence, in which sense the chief priests are 
spoken of, Mark xiv. 53, 55, and elsewhere 
in the New Testament; and sometimes he 
applies it to two persons, who shared the 
power and discharged the functions of the 
office between them in some peculiar way. 
Of the last use of the word, the following 
passage may be produced, as parallel to that 
of the evangelist. Quadratus “sent two 
others of those that were of the greatest 
power among them, and both Jonathan and 
Ananias the high priests.t It may be re- 
marked, that Annas, the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, appears to be the same person who 
is called Annas, or Ananus, the son of Seth, 
by Josephus, who had not only been high 

* Antiq. xviii. ch. 2, § 2. 

t Chap. iv. § 2, and 3. 

+ Jewish Wars, b. ii. ch. xii. § 6 
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priest himself, but had six sons who were 
afterwards raised to it—Thus we have found 
in the histories of Josephus, all the persons 
mentioned by Luke, in the same situation 
in which he places them at the commence- 
ment of the public ministry of Christ. 
PHILIsTOR. 

[To be continued.} 





Few divines have acquired greater fame by their 
writings than FRaNciS TURRETTINE. He was 
a firm and successful advocate of the doctrines of 
the Reformation. Almost all the errors that have 
ever existed in the church have been fearlessly 
met by him and triumphantiy refuted. Indeed 
our present New-England divinity may find its 
condemnation in the writings of tbis distinguish- 
ed scholar and divine—by antcipation he has fol- 
lowed it through all its metaphysical windings, 
exposed its fallacy and overthrown its very foun- 
dations. His invaluable system of divinity has 
endeared his name to every sound theologian. 
In the Associate church, his opinions are viewed 
as having as much authority as those of any other 
divine that has ever lived. His praise indeed is 
in all the churches, where soundness ir. the faith 
is considered of indispensable importance. A 
short biographical account of him, will, there 
fore, we trust, be acceptable to our readers. The 
following is from the Edinburgh Christian Maga- 
zine. 


Sxetcu of the Lire of the celebrated 

Francis TurRettine, ge gl of 
Divinity at Geneva, who died anno 
1687. Translated from B. Pictet’s 
Latin Oration, delivered before the 
Academy of Geneva, when he ascended 
the Theological Chair, in the room of 
Turrettine, his Uncle. 


“It is not a hall filled with smoky statutes,” 
as Seneca observes, ** that can make a man 
illustrious ; because no one hath lived for our 
lory, nor is any thing ours which existed 
fore us.” Yet, if dignity of family is of 
any avail to procure just veneration from lof- 
ty minds; that our Turrettine was nobly 
escended, is well known to all who have 
heard that his ancestors held. the first rank in 
the very ancient republic of Lucca. The 
first of that family who came to Geneva was 
Francis Turrettine, the grandfather of our 
deceased friend. This man, more than a 
century since, impelled by an ardent zeal for 
knowing and professing the reformed reli- 
gion, renounced every thing dear in his na- 
tive country, and after suffering many hard- 
ships, arrived at this happy place. He had 
lived for some years at Antwerp, and was 
intimately acquainted with the most illustri- 
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ous Marnix Santaldegond. But that place 
being besieged by the Duke of Parma, he 
was forced to leave it at the hazard of 
his life, and came first to Geneva, and af- 
terwards to that sacred asylum for proscrib- 
ed humanity and persecuted religion, Zurich. 
After he had resided more than five years 
there, he returned to this city, where he 
spent the remainder of his days. He was a 
man of the strictest integrity, and of a very 
blameless life ; faithful to his promises, and 
a lover of true religion, which he proved by 
many acts of beneficence tothe poor. Thus 
he acquired a reputation which shed a lustre 
on his posterity, outlived this transitory 
world, and does not need to fear the corrodi 
tooth of time. Of him it may be said, “ He 
hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor ; 
his righteousness endureth for ever.” 

His son, Benedict Turrettine, was the 
father of our departed friend. He was long 
the principal ornament of this city, academy, 
and church. He shone with no common 
lustre, and was a very warm defender of di- 
vine truth. ‘To him may be applied, what 
Gregory Nazianzen said of Athanasius; ‘In 
praising Athanasius, we praise virtue itself.” 
The most animated of Benedict’s works was 
his answer to Father Cotton, the Jesuit, 
that most inveterate enemy to the Refor- 
mation. Cotton had attacked our transla- 
tion of the bible! and forgetting his argu- 
ment, and instigated, doubtless, by the fa- 
ther of lies, ventured to predict the time 
when the city of Geneva should be destroy- 
ed, and the heresy of Calvin obliterated 
from the earth. Blessed be God, he has 
been found a liar. Turrettine gained a 
complete victory over him, and — up the 
spoils in the temple of the God of Heaven. 
In the year 1620, he attended the synod of 
Alez in the Cevennes. Peter Du Moulin, 
a man famous in all the Christian world, 
was moderator in that venerable assembly. 
Benedict Turrettine gained the love of all 
the divines present. It was difficult to 
know, whether be excelled most in human 
learning, or in the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. In him were united a happy com- 
manding authority, unaffected piety, and won- 
derful eloquence. He had the simplicity of 
a child united to the magnanimity of a hero. 
His love of peace, and forbearing spirit, 
were equalled only by his love to truth and 
holiness ; virtues which, Erasmus said, met 
in Leo X. but of which, as all the world 
knows, he did not possess the most distant 
resemblance. He that had acquired immore 
tal honor seemed deserving of a long life. 


But he, such was the will of God, only paid 
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a Visit to this globe ; for he had not reached 
his forty-ninth year, when he was torn, as it 
were, from the bowels of his country by a 
premature death, by means of a severe fe- 
ver. He left many children behind him. 

Francis Turrettine, the son of Benedict, 
was born the 17th October, 1623. In this 
see died Philip Du Plessis, and the great 

aul Sarpi of Venice ; illustrious characters, 
whom no praise can appreciate. When the 
stars disappear in one part of our horizon, 
others come forth to view in another. In 
this year also died Pope Gregory XV. It 
was likewise famous for the synod of Char- 
enton. In the same year, the Genevan 
church according to the custom of the primi- 
tive Ghsteiene, Weaen to use leavened bread 
in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

We admire the early beams of the sun, 
and from the stem we conjecture the future 
harvest. From his early years Turrettine 
gave remarkable specimens of his greatness 
in after life. In him was confirmed what a 
historian of the first rank asserts concerning 
Probus the Emperor, that no man ever ar- 
rived at a high degree of eminence in vir- 
tue, who did not, when young, discover 
something great. These seeds of excel- 
lence, and sparks of genius, were not unob- 
served by Turrettine’s sagacious father, who, 
when at the point of death, caused his son 
to be brought to his bedside, and said, as 
with a prophetic impulse, “ This child is seal- 
ed with the seal of the living God!” In 
some such manner, Athanasius and Basil are 
said to have discovered that greatness in 
early years, which, by the grace of God, 
they afterwards attained. 

Turrettine soon completed his course in 
the languages and philosophy. Such was 
the happy turn of his mind, such his aston- 
ishing progress in learning, that his compan- 
ions willingly confessed his superiority. His 
vigorous mind left nothing unsearched ; and 
though but a youth, he read books with the 
eye and attention of one far advanced in 
life. He soon exceeded the sanguine ex- 
pectations of his friends; and every day 
shewed that the operations of the mind out- 
run the velocity of time. Having finished 
his course of philosophy, he applied all his 
attention to theology. He had the greatest 
men of his time for preceptors :—John Deo- 
date, that eminent divine, who, in the synod 
of Dort, a council more celebrated than any 
for many ages past, had as many witnesses 
of his immense learning and acute judg- 
ment as he had hearers ; who, in aconven- 
tion held at Saumur, so composed the differ- 
ences of the hot-spirited divines, that the 


Queen of France, oftener than once, order- 
ed thanks to be given him in her name; 
whose friendship crowned heads and purpled 
eminences of the Church of Rome, eagerly 
sought ; and whose work on the Bible is 
a monument more lasting than brass:— 
Theodore Tronchin, who was also a mem- 
ber of the svnod of Dort, and who conduct- 
ed himself in such a manner in that assem- 
bly as to merit the name of a great divine. 

or is it the least of his praise, that he 
pleased the very brave De Rohan. He was 
a most spirited defender of the Reforma- 
tion, and wrote an animated answer to Fa- 
ther Cotton, he lived, as a light to the 
youth in sacred studies, to an extreme old 
age, and is yet revered by us as reviving in 
his excellent son. Another of Turrettine’s 
instructors was Frederick Spanheim, whose 
memory and reputation will never perish 
from the annals of sacred literature, while 
the sun rules the day, and the stars burn by 
night; who was the miracle of Europe, and 
whose death the reformed churches would 
not cease to lament, if he had not left be- 
hind him two such sons as Ezekiel and 
Frederick. What great men! the very 
eyes of the republic of letters, and whose 
worth no lapse of time can obliterate, or al- 
most equal. Alexander More, one of the 
most eloquent of men, so cherished Turret- 
tine, that, when the latter published, anno 
1644, theses concerning divine grace, as he 
had defended one before on political happi- 
ness, the master did not think it unworthy of 
his station to celebrate the merit of his pupil 
in verse, " 

Under such masters, how much he acquir- 
red let the world judge; I will be silent. 
Suffice it to say ; such were his powers of 
expression, that he could give probability to 
the amiable reveries of certain philosophers ; 
and his mind not only learned, but registered 
what he was taught. By the peculiar favor 
of Heaven, what cost others much attention 
and labor, was but a sport to him to acquire. 
When he had studied some years at Sees. 
va, he wished to visit other seminaries of 
learning at that time famous in the world. 
He accordingly left his native country, and 
carried with him a very honorable testimony 
to his character. Leyden, which was then, 
and still is, the abode of the Muses and the 
nursery of great divines, was the first place 
he visited. In this celebrated seat of learn- 
ing, Turrettine gained not only the private 
affection, but the public honorary esteem of 
all the academy. He defended a thesis, on 
the written word of God, before the great 
Spanheim. He followed all the divines in 
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Holland, who were eminent for learning 
and holiness of life. What a group of won- 
derful divines were then at Leyden ; River, 
Salmasius, Voer, Hornbeck, &c.! Turret- 
tine profited much by their prelections and 
conversation ; and having carried away in his 
capacious mind almost every thing valuable in 
Leyden, went to Utrecht. There he saw, 
with wonder, that most illustrious and learn- 
ed virgin Anna Maria a Shurman: a wo- 
ian in whom were concentrated immense 
learning and sterling piety ; a woman_not 
inferior, in any degreee, to the Paulas, Lae- 
tas, &c. mentioned by the ancient fathers. 
Having visited every place in Belgium, 
where he could find any thing to make a 
good minister of the gospel, he went, anno 
1645, to France, which country has, from 
time immemorial, abounded with men emi- 
nent in every branch of science. He went 
first to Paris, the metropolis of Europe, and 
the mother of learning, At that time, many 
great men taught there ; as, Faleair, Mes- 
trezat, Drelincourt, Daille, and Blondel. 
He lodged in the house of the incomparable 
Daille ; and soon gained his entire affection. 
All admired that greatness of mind, that in- 
vincible love of learning, that acute judg- 
ment, and tenacious memory which distin- 
guished this young man ; above all, his ami- 
able modesty, and a course of virtue with- 
out a stain. Whileat Paris, he studied the 
doctrine of the sphere, under Gatlendi, that 
prince of philosophers. He left Paris and 
went to Saumur, Montauban, and Nismes, 
places famous for learned divines, and for 
the Reformation. In this last city, cele- 
brated for its antiquities, the stupendous re- 
mains of the Roman grandeur, Turrettine’s 
father once discharged the pastoral office. 
There he saluted the venerable Calvus, 
who was an intimate friend of Benedict, 
and who, seeing in Francis the very image 
of his father, could not think of parting with 
him. Thus, having almost travelled over 
all France, and having left a gratfeul re- 
membrance of himself in every place, Tur- 
rettine returned, enriched with the knowl- 
edge of men and things, to his native coun- 
try. 

The time was now come, when those tal- 
ents committed to him by God, should be de- 
voted to the service of the church. Accord- 
ingly, he was set apart to the holy ministry 
anno 1647 ; and in the following year was, 
with the consent of the Senate, admitted a 
pastor of this church. He first exercised 
his talents in the Italian congregation; for 
he could preach with equal facility in the 
French, Latin, and Italian anguages, When- 

OL. VIII 








ever he began to speak in public, all ac- 
knowledged his father revived in him, and 
admired Benedict in Francis. As often as 
he ascended the pulpit, all flocked after him. 
Such was the power of his eloquence, such 
his commanding manner and majestic mien, 
that he seemed to have been educated at 
Athens itself ; and begat an attention in the 
audience which nothing could interrupt, and 
an eagerness scarcely ever to be satisfied. 
As he conciliated the regard of all the citi- 
zens of Geneva, and the Senate were so 
pleased with his abilities, they oftener than 
once offered him a agers in philoso- 
phy ; this however he as often refused. 

The fame of Turrettine was not confined 
to the narrow precincts of Geneva. The 
church of Lyons, which had lately lost the 
very valuable Aaron More, their pastor, in- 
vited Turrettine, by letter, to supply his 
place, in the words of the man of Macedo- 
nia, “ Come over and help us.”” This call, 
with the consent of the Senate, he accept- 
ed; and was received at Lyons with every 
mark of affection and esteem. The church 
of Lyons had not been misinformed about 
their illustrious pastor ; for he so exerted 
himself, that, though he was but one year 
among them, the flames which raged before 
in that congregation were extinguished, and 
the most perfect tranquility was restored. 
He was, during his short stay, eminently 
successful. The church of Lyons was very 
unwilling to part with him; but his native 
country could not want such a man any lon- 
ger. He left a sorrowful people in Lyons; 
and returning in safety, was received at Ge- 
neva with open arms; it being resolved, 
that he should teach divinity in the place of 
the venerable Tronchin, who was, through 
old age and infirmity, unable to discharge 
the duties of his ofhce. Turrettine accord- 
ingly ascended the theological chair in 1652, 
and delivered an inaugural oration on the 
first verse of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which gained applause fram all his audit- 
ors. 

From this day he devoted all his time and 
abilities to the j of his office ; and how 
much knowledge he acquired, and with what 
assiduity and learning he taught, let others 
say. It would be fulsome for me to say too 
much of my dear deceased uncle, let others 
inform posterity how much he did to pro- 
mote the glory and kingdom of Christ; to 
overthrow the power and tyranny of Anti- 
christ ; and what was his incessant solici- 
tude for the good of the Church ; how solid- 
ly and learnedly he explained the gospel of 
Christ, not with the enticing words of man’s 
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wisdom, but feeding lis hearers with sound 
doctrine, keeping the medium between far- 
cieal ostentation and a creeping vulgarity, 
and exercising the greatest fear, lest the 
majesty of divine truth should sink in the 
glare of pompous expressions. Let others 
relate, with what boldness he lashed the 
manners of our age, how neither the blan- 
dishments of the polite, nor the frowns of 

ower, could make him hold his peace. 
Vith what intrepidity of soul, and foree of 
expression, did he thunder against the vi- 
cious and profane! How did he, with 
showers of tears, call the wicked to repent- 
ance? beseeching and warning every man, 
not in passionate irritating words, but with 
the yearnings of a father over his profligate 
son. With what diligence he taught in the 
theological chair! With what ease, he 
made dark things clear,—distinguished be- 
tween truth and error,—solved difficult ques- 
tions on divinity,—followed the sophist into 
his lurking places, and pursued the enemy 
of truth through all his windings! All the 
pastors of the Church, except three or four, 
were nursed under his care ; and though we 
should be silent, many eminent divines in 
France, and Holland, and Switzerland, will 
tell what a teacher he was. 


_—_ 


[For the Religious Monitor | 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


In 1571, The complaints of the minis- 
ters (non-conforming) reached the ears of the 
Elector Palatine of the Rhine, who was 

leased to order the learned Zanchy, profes- 
sor of divinity, in the University of Heidel- 
bergh, to write to the Queen of England, 
in their behalf, beseeching her majesty not 
to insist upon subscriptions, or upon wearing 
the habits, which gave such offence to great 
numbers of the clergy, and was like to 
make a schism in the church. The letter 
was inclosed to Bishop Grindal, but when 
he had read it, he would not so much as de- 
liver it to the Queen, for fear of, disobliging 
her majesty, whose resolution was to put an 
end to all distinctions in the church, by pres- 
sing the act of uniformity. 
ugh all the Bishops were obliged to 
confortn to the measures of the court, yet 
some of them were so sensible of the want 
of discipline, and of preaching the word, 
that they allowed their clergy to enter into 
associations for the promotion of both. The 
following regulations for worshipping disci- 
ee were agreed upon by the ministers of 
orthampton, the mayor of the town, and 
the justices of the county, with the appro- 


bation of Dr. Scrambler, their Bishop. 
1. That singing and playing of organs in 
the choir, shall be oak dimes and saline 
prayer read in the body of the chureh, with 
a psalm before and after sermon. 2. That 
every Tuesday and Thursday, there shall 
be a lecture from nine to ten in the morn- 
ing, in the chief chureh of the town, be- 
ginning with the confession in the book of 
common prayer, and ending with prayer, 
and a confession of faith. 3. Every Sun- 
day and holiday there shall be a sermon af- 
ter morning prayer, with a psalm before and 
after. 4. Service shall be ended in every 
parish church by nine in the morning every 
Sunday and holiday, to the end that people 
may resort to the sermon in the chief church, 
except they have a sermon in their own. 
5. None shall walk abroad, or sit idly in 
the streets, in time of divine service. 6. 
The youth shall, every Sunday evening, be 
examined ina pe of Calvin’s Catechism; 
which the reader shall expound for an hour. 
7. There shall be a general communion 
once a quarter, in each parish church, with 
asermon. 8. A fortnight before each com- 
munion, the minister, with the church ward- 
ens, shall go from house to house to take the 
names of the communicants, and examine 
into their lives, and the party that is not in 
charity with his neighbor, shall be put from 
the communion. 9. After the communion, 
the minister shall visit every house, to un- 
derstand who have not received the com- 
munion, and why? 10. Every communion 
day, each parish shall have two communions, 
one beginning at five in the morning with a 
sermon of an hour, and ending at eight, for 
servants ; the other from nine to twelve for 
masters and dames ;—the communion to end 
with a psalm.—H story of the churches in 
England and Scotland. 


Archbishop Laud, in consecrating St. 
Catharine Creed’s Church, fell on his knees, 
and with eyes lifted up, and arms spread 
abroad, said, This, this place is holy, in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, I pronounce it holy. Ie prayed the 
Almighty to accept of that beautiful build- 
ing, and concluded, Thus we consecrate 
this church, and separate it to thee as holy 
ground, not to be profaned any more to 
common use.—Consecrating churches was a 
new thing to the people in England; and, 
from the reformation, accounted a needless, 
superstitious practice. It appears to have 
proceeded from the vain, superstitious fumes 
of disordered imaginations, or to have been 
intended by politicians to cause the ignorant 
populace to pay reverence to the clergy, who. 
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houses, and enter so many feet deep into the 
earth. There is no warrant from revela- 
tion for this comical practice, under the New 
Testament. It will appear strange to all 
persons who have got the better of the 
shackles of superstition, that men of learn- 
ing and common sense, should take pleasure 
in fopperies which have no other tendency, 
than to debase the human understanding, 
and render religion ridiculous.—Jbid. 


1655. The provincial synod of London 
this year, applied themselves to promote the 
religious education of youth. They pub- 
lished an exhertation to catechising under the 
following heads .—That ministers prove ia 
their sermons the necessity of cateclisms :— 
That the Assembly’s Lesser Catechism be 
used :—That children and servants be cate- 
chised:—That the time of catechising be 
en the afternoon of the Lord’s day :—That 
the catechism be explained briefly :—That 
parishes be at the expense of providing 
catechisms: That an account of the pro- 
gress of this work be returned to the classes 
within forty days. This was signed by 
Edward Calamy, moderator. These in- 
structions were sent to the several classes of 
Londen, by whose example the associated 
ministers throughout England were influ- 
enced to persue the same measures. 

It is affirmed by some historians, that the 
occasion of this catechising was one John 
Biddle, a Socinian, who published what he 
called a Scripture Catechism, full of error 
andheresy. If there is any truth in Neal’s 
account of his errors, they are so glaring, 
that very few except mad men could em- 
brace them.—Jbid. 


It seems not improper to add the notice 
taken by Bradbury of this Biddle—Mystery 
of Godliness.—About the year 1655, one 
Mr. Biddle published a catechism, wherein 
the answers were all plain words of serip- 
ture, and in the preface to which he makes 
a terrible outcry, about laying aside the form 
of sound words, those that the Holy 
Ghost teacheth, and bringing in terms of 
man’s devising; but by his questions he 
leads on ihe sense of the answer: And ac- 
cordingly, when he puts the case, whether 
the great God has not a bodily shape, as we 
have, whether he is not confined to a place, 
and Jiable to the turbulent passions of grief 
and anger; his answers are out of these 
texts where we read of the eyes, the ears, 
the hands and feet, of the Lord; that his 
tarone is inthe heavens, that he gtieves at 


cate, as could pierce the very walls of 
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his heart, and repents, Lis wrath kindles, 
and his spirit is disquieted. 


Alter the restoration of Charles second, 
the English court and the Episcopal party 
were so violent in pursuing their schemes, 
and so earnest to have episcopacy restored, 
that they proceeded to the most horrid acts 
of barbarity. The tyranny of their princi- 
ples led them to cOmmit murders under a 
certain form of law, and on purpose to in- 
troduce their own form of godliness, they 
thought it meritorious to take away the 
lives of such as stood in their way. Some 
of the Scotch clergy preached against the 
encroachments which were made in the con- 
stitution of Scotland, and showed the peo- 
ple the absurdities and impieties of the bish- 
ops. Mr. James Guthrie was a leadet in 
this opposition. He was minister at Stir- 
ling, where he took every opportunity to de- 
clare his aversion against the new model of 
church discipline, which was now set up by 
the government. He was apprehended, 
tried, and convicted of treason ; for now all 
things were constructed treason which were 
against the meaning of the court, and the 
schemes of the ministry. Guthrie behaved 
with great magnanimity and fortitude; and 
when he went out to suffer death, was as 
composed and cheerful as if he had been go- 
ing to preach a sermon. He justified his 
own conduct upon the scaffold, and adhered 
to the covenants and the work of reforma- 
tion. He ended his speech with these words, 
**I take God to record upon my soul, that I 
would not exchange this scaffold with the 
palace or mitre of the greatest prelate in 
Britain.” Mr. Guthrie was a man of 
parts and tolerable learning, but a person of 
extraordinary piety and resolution : what he 
was once persuaded of, he would persue at 
all peradventures. None of all the ancient 
martyrs showed more resolution and intre- 
pidity than he did. His death} instead of 
doing service to the cause of the bishops, 
rendered them odious all over the nation; 
so that the blood which they now began to 
shed, did, in process of time, destroy their 
whole cause in Scotland. 


The Presbyterian ministers in Scotland, 
who were in the churches before the resto- 
ration, were generally grave, sober, and re- 
ligious men, who made conscience of their 
duty as public teachers; they were brave 
and resolute in the cause of the reformation, 
and from their sober and grave deportment, 
created a respect for their characters and 
persons among the common people. Their 
hearers were ready to obey them ia all 
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things, and oftentimes ventured their lives in 
their defence. The method of preaching 
before this time was serious and pious; the 
edification of the hearers was the study of 
the clergy, and though there was often 
much confusion in their ideas, yet they al- 
ways appeared to be in earnest when they 
preached. 

The episcopal clergy, who were now in- 
truded upon the nation, were persons of no 
learning, and as little religion; they were 
dissipated in their behaviour, and lived very 
loosely. The people hated them, and would 
not hear them; they also upon occasions af- 
fronted them, which made the bishops com- 
plain grievously to the court of ill usage. 
The Sohee themselves, cxcept Leighton, 
were in general ignorant and vicious ; desti- 
tute of religion, and void of all humanity. 
Their chief study was to accumulate riches, 
and obtain power. Sharp, who was at the 
head of them, was a mean, wicked, ambi- 
tious man, who first betrayed his friends, 
and then persecuted them with unrelenting 
fury. Fairfant, Arch-bishop, of Glasgow, 
was next to an ideot; he had neither a 
sense of religion, nor was he possessed of 
the smallest degree of any principle of honor. 
Hamilton, Bishop of Galloway, was a man 
of loose behaviour, and hardly kept within 
the bounds of decency. He had sworn the 
covenant, and when it was objected to him 
that he had acted against his conscience, he 
replied, that such medicines as could not be 
chewed, must be swallowed whole. All 
these bishops were obliged to renounce their 
presbyterian ordination, which they did not 
scruple to do, for the sake of bishoprics and 
an livings. They were then ordained 
according to the form of the church of Kn- 
gland, and sent down to their different de- 
partments.—History, ¥c. 


—@~—-- 


Particulars Eternal, Sovereigs Election 
to Eternal Life, thiough means of 
grace—A Discourse delivered by the 
Rev. James Irvine, Pastor of the As- 
sociate Presbyterian Congregation of 
Hesron, (Wash. co.) N. Y. 


At notime since the Reformation, has the 
doctrine of unconditional election been so 
generally and so bitterly impugned as at the 
present. The above discourse is, therefore, 
seasonable, as it is a scriptural defence of a 
distinguished article of what may be called 
emphatically the present truth.’ It is ground- 
ed on 2 Thess. ii. 13. ‘ God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the spirit, and belief of the 
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truth.” We have only room at present for 
a brief extract. The author having estab- 
lished the the doctrine of the text, as em- 
braced in the title of the discourse, proceeds 
‘to test this doctrine and its opposite by a 
few scriptural principles,” as follows: 
‘There are points of difference among 
those who oppose the doctrine which I have 
beea endeavoring to establish. But they 
generally agree, that if God has chosen men 
to salvation, the choice is either a general 
purpose to save those who in time may be- 
lieve: or, if the choice is of particular per- 
sons, it is on account of foreseen faith and 
holiness. But let us bring this scheme and 
ours, ** to the law and testimony”? for trial. 
Ist. It is an established scriptural princi- 
ple, that salvation is wholly of free grace: 
“ By grace ye are saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
Which of these opposing schemes best com- 
ports with a free grace salvation? That 
which makes salvation originate in the free, 
sovereign, unconditional grace of God? or 
that which makes it arise from some condi- 
tion—some foreseen goodness in the crea- 
ture? Is not human merit, in the latter 
scheme, the foundation of God’s choice ? 
Perhaps some one will answer, No: because 
the faith and holiness, which he makes the 
conditions of election and salvation, are to be 
ascribed to God, as he gives the ability to 
all men to believe and perform good works, 
if they will: faith and holiness, therefore are 
thus of grace. But let me still inquire— 
why is it that one man actually believes, 
and performs good works, while another 
does not? Is it not, according to the scheme 
which I am opposing, because one man im- 
proves his ability while the other does not ? 
Now does God elect the former to salvation on 
account of this supposed ability, or on ac- 
count of the actual 7#.provemeni of that abil- 
ity? Ifthe answer is given—he is chosen to 
salvation on account of the ability; I would 
immediately object—then all men are elect- 
ed to salvation: for according to yourscheme, 
God has given all men this ability. The 
consistent answer must be: God elects to 
salvation on account, not of the ability, but 
on account of the actual improvement or 
exertion of that ability. But as this im- 
provement or exertion is according to this 
scheme, the result, not of efficacious grace, 
but of man’s free will, and as the ability is 
all that is ascribed to God, and this excluded 
as the condition of election and salvation, it 
necessarily follows, that grace is wholly ex- 
cluded in this matter, and the acts of the 
creature alone, are the conditions of elec- 
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tion and salvation. And, “if it be” at all 

‘¢ of works then it is no more grace; other- 

wise work is no more work.”’ 

2d. Another established scripture princi- 

ple is, that salvation is so entirely of grace, 

that not the least room is left for creature 

boasting. ‘* Not of works lest any man 

should beast.” Where is boasting then? 

It is excluded. By what law? of works? 

Nay! but by the law of faith.” Which of 
these opposing schemes most effectually ex- 

cludes boasting? In the one scheme, faith 

and holiness, and the results of man’s free 

will, are the condition of election and salva- 

tion. The appropriate language of any one 

who supports this system, im an approach to 

God at a throne of grace would be—God | 

thank thee that I am not as other men are: 

For while they do not improve that ability 

to believe and perform good works which 

thou hast given to all men; excited and mo- 

ved by no efficacious work of thine, but of 
mine own free will, | have believed and per- 

formed many good works; therefore I am 

entitled to election and salvation, having per- 

formed the conditions of them. This would 

be boasting indeed. 

The appropriate language of him who 
maintains the other scheme, iu such an ad- 
dress, would be—‘* Not unto us, not unto 

us O Lord, but unto thy name be all the 

glory:” If I am chosen to salvation, it is of 
thy free eternal sovereign grace. And if I 

am now in possession of faith and begun ho- 
liness—the means inseparably connected, in 
thy purpose, with eternal life—it is not be- 
cause of any ability or exercise of free will, 
but because thou Lord hast wrought in me 
** both to will and to do of thy good plea- 
sure.”” Would not this “man go down to his 
house justified rather than the other?” 

3d. It is also an established scripture prin- 
ciple, that God in his knowledge, will, and 
power, is independent. “ Who hath en- 
joined him his way -” Test these doctrines 
by this principle also. The one represents 
God as determining from mere incidental 
events, which may or may not take place, 
according as creatures may please. The oth- 
er represents him as determining by an im- 
mutable purpose, and with fixed and perfect 
design. ‘The one as purposing in depend- 
ance on the unstable conduct of mutable 
worms:—The other according to the immu- 
table counsel of his own will. Actording to 
the one, God is represented as willing to 
save man, but unable to save him, unless 
man of his own free will, may choose to be- 
lieve and perform works of mghteousness ! 
According to the other, he is represented 
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acting as an independent sovereign, deter- 
mining through holy means, which he deter- 
mines to make efficacious, to save a fixed 
definite number of mankind, “ to the praise 
of the glory of his grace.” And thus acts 
as one whose counsel shall stand, and who 
will do all his pleasure.” 
——— 
{From the Presbyterian.] 


CLERICAL DISHONESTY. 
Mr. Eprror, 


In this happy country we claim the right 
of canvassing the pretensions and doings of 
every public man; whether an officer of the 
government, a candidate for office, ora min- 
ister of religion. No place however eleva- 
ted, no oflice however sacred, ought to ex- 
empt any man’s conduct from scrutiny; and 
if wrong from coademnation. 

The whole community are interested in 
the character of the Christian ministry. If 
truth and uprightness be wanting in those 
who ought to be examples to others in all 
that is honest, and pure and lovely, and of 
good report, it cannot be expected that reli- 
gion will flourish, and sound morality gene- 
rally prevail. Ifthe character of the min- 
isters of the gospel become odious, or equiv- 
ocal, the cause of religion must suffer, and 
the dearest interests of man cannot fail to 
sulfer with it. Insuch a state of things, in- 
filelity and wickedness will soon mock all 
restraint. The most sacred rules of moral- 
ity, as well as the institutions of religion, 
will soon come into contempt. No tempo- 
rary excitement can supercede -the natural 
course of things. 

Most of the communities. into which the 
church of God is divided have published to the 
world a Con. of Faith, exhibiting the doc- 
trines believed, and the rules practiced among 
them. The design of this exhibition is to 
give information to all, whom it may con- 
cern, of the principles upon which any par- 
ticular association of professed Christians is 
founded, and to provide a common ground of 
agreement amovg the members of the same 
Religious communities, who pub- 
lish to the world their Confession of Faith 
are entitled to the credit of a conduct at once 
frank, ingenuous and honorable. The world 
has a right to know the principles upon 
which any religious society is constituted. 
Concealment is unfair, illiberal, and a just 
ground of suspicion. 

Some have indeed opposed creeds and 
confessions. The Bible, say they, is our 
creed: and they object to the establishment 
of any other creed in the church. This plan 
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would answer every purpose, if the world 
contained but two classes of men; to wit, 
believers in the scriptures and infidels; and 
if all believers understood the scriptures in 
the same manner. But do we not find eve- 
ry shade of opinion among men who equally 
profess to believe the Bible ; from the pure 
doctrines of the gospel, down to the pestilent 
delusions of Pelagius and Socinus? Is it not 
obvious that a professed belief in the Bible, 
will not secure sound doctrine in any church, 
nor exclude the most ruinous perversions of 
truth ? 

But the ends of a Confession of Faith, 
are not to be attained, unless it be strictly 
regarded by every member of thecommuni- 
ty, in which it is adopted. Will the creed 
of a church indicate the opinions of its mem- 
bers, if every man allows himself an unlim- 
ited license in the interpretation and recep- 
tion of theological doctrines? Can any har- 
mony of judgment and sentiment exist in 
such a community ? 

What then shall we think of a minister 
who permits himself to contradict and villify 
the standard doctrines of a church to which 
he belongs; who endeavors to inculcate a 
set of notions essentially hostile to them: and 
who takes every opportunity of speaking dis- 
respectfully of those who adhere strictly to 
them? In my apprehension he is guilty of 
base dishonesty—a dishonsty, of all others, 
the least excusable. What! can any man 
have the assurance to insult a congregation, 
by denouncing the system of doctrines which 
both he and they are bound by their eccle- 
siastical connexion, to respect and maintain? 
Is it possible that he should form the design 
of introducing a scheme, subversive of the 
known and recognized profession of the re- 
ligious community of which he is a member? 
That he should embrace every occasion for 
contradicting the system of doctrine, which he 
solemnly professed to receive at the time of 
his ordination? 

We have heard of such conduct in some 
of the secularized Church establishments of 
Europe ; of men embracing every opportu- 
nine, preaching and by writing, to im- 
pugn and defame the very doctrines which 
the standards of the Church pronounced 
true and sacred: and we have heard of it 
with amazement. We never considered it 
short of insincerity and falsehood of the most 
malignant kind. What judgment, then, shall 
we om of the same a ry when found 
among ourselves? Shall we pronounce it a 
flagrant breach of faith, a culpable dishonesty 
in the churches in Europe ; but something 
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quite innocent in the Presbyterian Church of 
America ? 

It may indeed be alleged by these men, 
that the system of doctrine, which they once 
professed to believe, has fallen far behind. 
the improvements of the age ; that new light 
has lately burst upon their astonished un- 
derstandings ; and that it is unreasonable 
and impossible to cramp the expansive pow- 
ers of their energetic and elevated aed by 
the frame-work of creeds and confessions. 

If it be true that the new light, of which 
they boast, has enabled them to detect the 
errors of former times, and to make advance- 
ment in the discovery of truth, far beyond 
the attainments of their fathers ; if it be ad- 
mitted that their masterly intellects have 
proved that the old system is essentially er- 
roneous, and that some new scheme of di- 
vinity alone is worthy of their high appro- 
bation, what is the consequence ? hat 
course of conduct would a due regard to sin- 
cerity and integrity dictate?—A continu- 
ance in the church to contradict and reproach 
its acknowledge doctrines? Most certainly 
not. Every manly and honorable sentiment, 
every principle of consistency and duty, re- 
quire them to withdraw from a community 

whose doctrines they think proper to repu- 
diate, and attempt torbring into reproach.— 
They may advance high pretensions to su- 
perior light and intelligence: but these claims 
cannot be made, while they retain their con- 
nexion with our church, except at the ex- 
= of every title to fairness and honesty. 

Ve admire the ingenuousness of a man, who 
at every hazard, rerounces his connexion 
with a community, when dissatisfied with its 
principles; we detest the baseness which 
can convert office and standing, in any so~ 
ciety, to the destruction of its vital interests. 

If any one be dissatisfied with the rules of 
our house, let him leave it. Until we see 
matters in a new light, we cannot consent to 
retain an enemy in the bosom of the family. 

Some of those gentlemen readily admit 
that they do not believe the doctrines of 
their church ; but they express their deter- 
mination to change these doctrines as soon 
as theirnumbers are sufficiently increased. 
I confess myself wholly unable to compre- 
hend the rectitude of such a course of con- 
duct. ‘* Wedo not, it is true,” these men 
may say, ‘believe the doctrines which we 
have professed to believe; we do not approve 
the system of polity which we have profes- 
sed to approve; we do not like either the 
doctrine or the order of the church; but we 
are resolved not to leave it, as we hope soon 
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to be able to hew-model the whole according 
to our own liking.” 

Where is the fairness, the sincerity, the 
righteousness of such a procedure? Is such 
conduct becoming the simplicity and up- 
rightness which belongs to the Christian 
character? On this question I appeal with 
confidence to the judgment of the whole 
community. The common sentiments of 
mankind pronounce it wrong, uncandid, in- 
famous. Seen religious denomination have 
an interest in stamping the mark of con- 
demnation upon designs so remote from all 
fair and honorable dealing. If any man dis- 
believe the creed of his Church, before he 
permits himself to impugn it, let him re- 
nounce his connexion and really false pro- 
fession. A course different from this, de- 
serves the indignant rebuke of an offended 
community, and the marked displeasure of 
all honorable men. Z. 


——— 
{For the Religious Monitor. ] 
QUERIES. 


Mr. Editor—In the Monitor, I frequent- 
ly see queries proposed for solution.—There 
are some which have presented themselves 
to my mind, which I should like to see an- 
swered by some of your worthy correspond- 
ents. For the present I offer the following, 
and hope that you will give them a place m 
the Monitor. 


1. What were the distinguishing princi- 
ples of the Reformation Churches of Scot- 
Jand, England and Ireland, in the days of 
their greatest purity ? 

2. Were the professed principles and 
practice of the Reformed Churches, in every 
respect Scriptural ; and if not, wherein were 
they erroneous ? 

3. Which of the churches in America, 
professing attachment to the Reformation, 
approximates the neaiest to the same ? 


Some correct information on the above 
queries I deem of importance to every lover 
of the truth. It is not every person that 
has the time or the means necessary to give 
satisfactory information on the same. Other 
churches "Saas the Seceders, profess to 
be the true descendants of the Reforming 
Fathers. How far these competing claims 
are valid; and in what rank, a under 
what banner, the person should place him- 
self, who wishes to follow the Lamb, and the 
footsteps of the flock, are questions of mo- 
ment to the candid inquirer. It is not un- 
usual to see youth, and even the more aged, 
to go just as the current is set ; and to pro- 
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fess here or there according to popular opin- 
ion, ease, conveniency, or some other simi- 
lar principle of action. From such profes- 
sors steadfastness in the faith cannot be ex- 
pected: or should it be the case, it better de- 
serves the name of stiffness, dogmatism, 
bigotry, or such like; and in their adhe- 
rence, cannot fail to disgust the person of 
intelligence and consistency. For these and 
many other reasons, which every person of 
reflection cannot fail to discover, a clear so- 
lution of the above queries, with historical 
or scriptural authorities as the case requires, 
cannot fail to be acceptable to every lover of 
truth, and toa 


Canvip INQUIRER. 


The above Queries we regard as highly 
pertinent and seasonable. hey open a 
wide and interesting field for investigation. 
Wo doubt not that a judicious and compre- 
hensive solution of them would not only be 
read with deep interest, but would also prove 
highly advantageous to the cause of truth. 
May we not hope then, that some one of our 
correspondents, possessing the requisite ma- 
terials, will strictly and faithfully investigate 
the subjects proposed, and favor the readers 
of the Monrror with the results of his la- 
bor ? 


+o 


ON THE USE OF ARDENT SPIRITS. 


The following, taken from an article in the N. 
Y. OBSERVER, is entitled to the serious consid- 
eration, not only of those who indulge in the use 
of ardent spirits, but also of those who traffic in 
them—seeking their own earthly gain at the ex- 
pense of the character and health, the temporal 
and eternal welfare of their fellow-men. 


It is now known that this liquidis not needful. 
More than a million of persons, and some of all 
ages and conditions, and in all kinds of business, 
do not use it; and are better in all respects than 
when they did. 

It is also known, from the testimony of more 
than a thousand physicians, and many of them 
of the first eminence, that ardent spirit is a poi- 
son; and that no man in health can use it without 
injury. : 

It is also known, from the testimony of over- 
seers of the poor, that it causes more than three- 
fourths of all the pauperism in our country. Of 
1,134 paupers in one alms-house, 1,059 were 
brought there by intemperance. Of 253 in an- 
other, 246; and of 50 in another, 48 were brought 
there in the same way. 

It is known also ow the testimony of judges 
and jurists, that ardent spirits causes more than 
three-fourths of all the crimes that are committed 
in the community. Of 11 murders tried by one 
man, all but one, he says, were occasioned by in- 
temperance. Of 11 tried by another, every one 
were, according to bis testimony, occasioned in 
the same way. Of 20 murders prosecuted by 
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one man, all were connected with intemperance; 
and of more than 200 committed in the United 
States in a year, nearly all have their origin from 
the same cause. 

It is known, also, that the use of ardent spirit 
greatly increases the number, frequency, and 
violence of diseases; destroys the reason of many, 
and brings down multitudes to an untimely 
grave. 

Says an eminent physician, ‘‘ since our people 
generally have given up the use of ardent spirits, 
they have had but about half as much sickness 
as they had before. And I have no doubt should 
the people of the United States relinquish the use 
of it, nearly half the diseases of the country would 
be swept away.” 

Says another eminent physician, ‘after 40 
years’ experience, | have no doubt that half the 
men every year that die of fevers, might recover 
had they not been in the habit of using ardent 
spirits. Many who are seized with violent fevers 
would not, had they not used ardent spirit, have 
been confined to their house aday. And many 
more, when sick, might be raised up, who now, 
merely in consequence of that state of the sys- 
tem which this poison occasions, sink down aud 
die.” 

Says another eminent physician, ‘‘ If men use 
ardent spirit freely, they wil! be about ten times 
as liable to the attack of fevers, and when attack- 
ed, they will be about ten times as likely to die, 
as if they did not use it.” 

Of $4 adults who died in one city, in one year, 
the deaths of more than 30, according to the tes- 
timony of attending physicians, were occasioned 
by strong drink. And of 67 who died in another 
city, the deaths of 28 were occasioned in the 
same way. And of 4,992 deaths in another, 700, 
according to the testimony of eminent physicians 
after careful inquiry, ought to be considered as 
occasioned by the use of spirits. And of 77 sud- 
den deaths, 67 according to the coroner’s inquests, 
were occasioned by inte perance. 

And of 781 maniacs, 392 were made such by 
the use of spirituous liquors. 

It is also known, that the children of such as 
use ardent spirits freely, are much more liable to 
insanity and diseases of various sorts, than the 
children of those who do not use it—that it pro- 
duces a deterioration both of body and mind, 
which, if the cause is continued, Is transmitted 
from generation to generation. 

It is also known, that the use of this liquor 
tends to hinder the efficacy of the gospel, and to 
prevent the influence of all the means of grace; 
and thus to ruin men for both worlds. 

It is also known, that if the use of ardent spirit 
is continued, the evils of intemperance can never 
be done away; and that should the use of it be 
abandoned, these evils, to a great extent, might 
be prevented. This is now the case among those 
who do not use it; and the gospel is found to have 
much greater influence among them generaily, 
than it had before; and thus the prospect of their 
eternal life, and that of their children, is greatly 
increased. 

All these things are known = And it is known 
too, that ardent spirits are the cause of a great 
portion of all the wretchedness in community; and 
that the men who sell it. are accessary to the pro- 
duction of this wickedness and misery which re- 
sult from it. The language of their business is, 
and it is a language which every moderate and 
every immoderate drinker in the land under- 
stands, It is right for men to purchase and use ar- 
dent spirit, Surely, says the drunkard, if it is 
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not wicked for the merchant to sell it, it is not 
wicked for me to buy and use it. He thinks 
that a little does good, and so do I. This fatal 
error the merchant, by his business, teaches to 
every man who is disposed to buy. And thus he 
becomes accessary to the pauperism, crimes, sick- 
ness, insanitv, death and destruction of his fellow 
men. 

And js it not a violation of the divtne law, for 
human governments to license men to do this ? 
And is it not obviously forbidden in the divine 
word? And if they are disposed to license them, 
can any man, without a violation of the divine 
will, take out such a license? and under the cover 
of it prosecute such business? Can he, for the 
sake of money, increase the pauperism, crimes, 
sickness, insanity and deaths in the community? 
Can he, among all to whoin he sells, assist in ob- 
structing the progress of the gospel, and prevent- 
ing the efficacy of the means of grace, and not vi- 
olate the diviae will? And can he, while he con- 
tinues knowingly to do this, give credible evi- 
dence that his object in all things is to glorify 
God, and promote the spiritual and eternal inte- 
rests of men? If not, how can he show that he is 
a good man? Should he keep the whole law, and 
yet continue, knowingly and habitually, to offend 
in One point, viz. by carrying on a business whichis 
known to be injurious to the temporal and eternal 
interests of men, is he not guilty? And does he 
not give fearful evidence that he has never forsa- 
ken all for Jesus Christ? Would He, or his Apos- 
tles, or any man who has his spirit, after it is 
known that the use ef spirituous liquor, as an ar- 
ticle of luxury or diet, does no good, and is the 
source of vast temporal and eternal evils, con- 
tinue to trafic in thera? to teach: men that it is 
right to use them? and thus become accessary to 
their temporal and eternal ruin? 

But, says one, the man who professes to be a 
good man, does not sell except in large quantities 
and to sober meu! But which, I ask, is tne great- 
est evil, to sell a litte of a bad thing, or much? 
and to sell to those who are already ruined, or to 
those who are not, but may be ruined by the use 
of it? Ark that widowed mother who did her the 
greatest injury; the man who killed her drunken 
husband by helping him tothe drunkard’s poison? 
or the man who made a drunkard of her on/y son? 
and thus deprived her of her last hope in her de- 
clining years? If men would sell to none but 
drunkards, and none but drunkards would buy or 
use, the evil would be comparatively small, and 
wou'd soon be done away. All who should con- 
tinue t use this poison would soon be dead—no 
new drunkards would be made, and the whole 
land would be free. but the difficulty is, some 
will sell to sober men, and in jorge quantities. 
They will sell to others, and thus the evil is 
spread through the Jand. And as fast as old 
drunkards are removed, new ones are made, and 
by the active instrumentality of sober men the 
evil is perpetuated from generation to generation. 
But can the men who knowingly do this; who, 
after all the light which Providedce has thrown 
upon this subject still coutinue to traffic in ardent 
spirit, who will purchase and sell in small quan- 
iisies, and great, any longer give to the Christian 
community credible evidence that they are good 
mev? Is it not an immorality? a business which 
is injurious to mankind, and as such a violation of 
the Divine will. 

_Let each man judge; and in such a manner that 
his judgment will not be reversed in the day of 
final decision. J. EDWARDS, 

Cor, Sec. A. T. Soc. 
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Ta addition to the ministers and itincrating preachers of the Associate church, who are authorized 
to receive subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the following persons are authorized to act as 


Wm. Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washington Wm. M. Good-villie, Barnet, Vt. 


; . Rev. A. Whyte, Jr., Baltimore, Md. 
James M’Lelland, New-York City. ’ Andrew Munro, » Pa. . 
George M’Queen, a. Schenectady. John M’Cleary, York, Livi Co. N. Y. 
A. Dickey, Pitta ashington Co. N. Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Wn. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, are requested to make payment to the Synod’s Mis- 
sionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of aew subscribers. 


Agents or others may enclose money to us at our r'sk, and at our expense where more than $5 is en- 


A Sa of extra copies of volume eight are being printed under the expectation that they will be 


Terms $2 00 per anrum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting of the Associate Synod. 


*,° All letters reiating to the Monitor, whather they contain communications for our pages, or names 
of subscribers, or remittances of money, should be addressed to B. D. Packann & Co. or to Crraun.- 
cey Werster, 71 State-strect, Albany. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 


PREDESTINATION Calmly Considered from Principles of Reason, in coasisten- 
cy with the nature of things, and the Scriptures of Truth, in a series of letters to a 
friend. Also, Answers to Seven Queries on Predestination, by W. C. Tucker. 

To which is appended the article on Divine Sovercignty, in volume 2, of the use 
of Sacred History, by James Jamieson, D. D. 252 pages large 1S8mo. Price 50 cts.- 

Copies of this invaluable book have been forwarded for sale to Andrew Munro, 
Canonsburgh, Pa.; Rev. J. Beveridge, Philadelphia; Mr. John Duncan, 407 Broad- 
way, New-York; Mr. Wm. Stevenson, Cambridge, N. Y¥.; Rev. Peter Campbel!, 
Florida, N. Y.; Rev. J. G. Smart, Johnstown, N. Y.; and the Rev. John Russell, 
Queenston, Upper Canada. Should any of the ministers of the Associate Church 
in the Western and Southern States desire copies of this book for circulation in 
their neighborhood, they will be sent tothem on commission. 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 


The undersigned, having been requested to express their sentiments respecting 
the two treatises contained in this little volume, take pleasure in recommending 
them to all those who desire to know and walk ia the truth, on the important sub- 
jects, of which they treat. Although there are other excellent treatises on these 
subjects which are occasionally to be found inthe market; yet the present prevailing 
indifference to divine truth, especially on these all important points, the consequent 
abounding of Pelagian and Arminian errors in our country, seem to demand some 
defence of the Scripture.views of these doctrines, at this time. In these two trea- 
tives, which are well calculated to accompany each other, the subjects discussed, viz. 
Predestination and Divine Sovereignty are set forth in a plain, able, and Scriptural 
manner. ‘They have been both generally and justly esteemed bythe friends of truth 
on the other side the Ailantic, and we can cordially recommend them to the chris- 
tian public in our own country as eminently seasonable atthe present time. They 
are here presented in a very cheap and convenient form and well adapted to a gene- 


ral circulatien. 

ALEXANDER BULLIONS, D. D., 
Pastor of the Associate Congregation of Cambridge, N. Y. 
P ‘ae Aue fate Co of Argyle, N. Y. 
astor of the ciate Con ation o »NY. 

v JAMES MARTIN, © age 
Pastor of the Associate Congregation of Albany, N. Y. 

Cambridge, July 25th, 1831. 
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